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Seeking sports 
stringers 


Do you have a passion for 
writing, photography and 
local sports? The Wabash 
Plain Dealer is now accept- 
ing applications for paid 
stringers for the upcoming 
winter sports season. To 
apply, email your writing 
and photography clips, cov- 
er letter, resume and list of 
references to rburgess@ 
wabashplaindealer.com. 


Notice to readers 

To reduce risks to our em- 
ployees and community, 
the Wabash Plain Dealer 
is closed to the public until 
further notice. Payments 
may be dropped in the mail 
slot or called in. For news, 
call 260-225-4662 or email 
news @ wabashplaindealer. 
com. For advertising, call 
260-225-4947 or email 
tcampbell@pmginmi.com. 
For circulation and custom- 
er support, call 260-563- 
2131. The Wabash Plain 
Dealer is committed to pro- 
viding the best product to 
its customers and appreci- 
ates the support during this 
time. For more local news 
content, please visit wabash 
plaindealer.com where you 
will find all of the news that 
could not fit into today’s 
edition. Get your news fast- 
er by activating your online 
account which is included 
in your print subscription 
rates. Our stories appear on- 
line in an easy-to-read for- 
mat as they are completed. 
Thank you for your support 
through this pandemic. 


Wabash 
Marketplace 
announces 
Downtown 
Bucks giveaway 


The popular “Stamping 
Map” during Downtown 
Holiday Night to Remem- 
ber is being replaced with a 
new program called “Shop 
Local to Win.” Wabash 
Marketplace is giving away 
$1,000 over four weeks. 
Winners will be announced 
Monday, Dec. 21. Giveaway 
amounts range from $20 to 
$100. Downtown Bucks are 


See PULSE, page A2 
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Free virus testing to continue, 
now at Parkview Wabash 


ISDH reports 29th, 
30th and 31st local 
deaths from the virus 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


On Saturday, the Indiana 
State Department of Health 
(ISDH) reported the 29th 
COVID-19 death in Wabash 
County. And, on Tuesday, the 


Parkview administers first COVID vaccine in state 


County residents, 
including Parkview 
Wabash employees, to 
be vaccinated at MGH 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


At 12:09 p.m. Monday, Dec. 
14, Parkview Health made 
history by administering the 
first COVID-19 vaccine in the 
state of Indiana. 

The first doses were admin- 
istered to a physician, nurse, 
respiratory therapist, phar- 
macist, patient care tech and 
environmental services tech. 

The turnaround time was 
quick, as the state’s first al- 
lotments of the vaccine had 
arrived that morning, said 
Parkview Health public rela- 
tions manager Tami Brigle, 
during a press conference 
Monday. 

Brigle said mass vaccina- 
tions began Tuesday at the 
Parkview Mirro Center for 
Research and Innovation, 
which has been set up as a 
vaccine clinic, with areas for 
symptom screening, registra- 
tion, vaccination and post-in- 
jection observation. 

Parkview and Clark Memo- 
rial Hospital in Jeffersonville 
both received initial doses 
of vaccine Monday morn- 
ing, according to the Indiana 
State Department of Health 
(ISDH). The two are among 
the five pilot hospitals slated 
to receive the vaccine first. 
Additional vaccine is expect- 
ed to arrive at Deaconess 
Hospital in Evansville, IU 
Methodist in Indianapolis and 
Community Hospital in Mun- 
ster in the next few days. 

Brigle said Parkview antic- 
ipates receiving a shipment 
of about 2,000 doses of the 
vaccine this week and 8,000 
doses next week. 

“Other approved regional 
health systems and hospitals 
are set to begin their vaccina- 
tion clinics soon,” said Brigle. 

Brigle said in addition to 
vaccinating its co-work- 
ers who meet the criteria, 
Parkview will vaccinate eli- 


ISDH reported the 30th and 
31st local deaths. 

Also, after being extended 
for an additional week, the 
free COVID-19 testing site 
located at Wabash Friends 
Church finally closed shop on 
Saturday. 

But, that doesn’t mean free 
local testing options are closed 
with it. 

On Friday, the city of Wa- 
bash and Parkview Wabash 
Hospital announced they 
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Provided photos 
ABOVE: At 12:09 p.m. Monday, 
Dec. 14, Parkview Health made 
history by administering the 
first COVID-19 vaccine in the 
state of Indiana. RIGHT: Prepa- 
ration for the Parkview Health 
vaccine clinic began weeks 
ago. 


gible healthcare workers from 
other organizations in Al- 
len, Huntington and Whitley 
counties. 

“While the majority of 
Parkview co-workers will be 
vaccinated at the Parkview 
Mirro Center, co-workers will 
be directed to various loca- 
tions operated by other health 


would be partnering to con- 
tinue to provide a site for Op- 
tumServe to administer free 
COVID-19 testing. 
OptumServe will administer 
free COVID-19 testing from 
8am. to 8p.m. Tuesdays 
through Saturdays at Parkview 
Wabash Hospital “on an 
on-going basis.” Testing will 
take place at 8 John Kissing- 
er Drive in the first-floor 
conference room of the Med- 
ical Office Building (MOB) 


systems based on the county 
in which they work and other 
criteria,’ said Brigle. “Vacci- 
nation eligibility and location 


adjoining Parkview Wabash 
Hospital. Testing site patrons 
should not use the MOB en- 
trance or enter through the 
hospital, but instead, enter and 
exit through the designated en- 
trance between the two build- 
ings. Signage will mark the 
appropriate entrance, which is 
within a few steps of the con- 
ference room and testing site. 
Residents will have to regis- 
ter to schedule an appointment 
through the Optum/LHI web- 
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Parkview does not make those 
determinations.” 


As part of the state’s 


site by visiting https://Ihi.care/ 
covidtesting or by calling 888- 
634-1116. 

“This is a fantastic oppor- 
tunity for the city of Wabash 
and our partners at Parkview 
Wabash Hospital and the 
Parkview Physicians Group to 
continue to serve our commu- 
nity and the surrounding area 
during this pandemic. Testing 
is vitally important to gaining 


See TESTING, page A2 


County 
highway dept. 
prepares 

for wintry 
weather 


Roads to be pre-treated 
before snow falls, 

in addition to using 
Salt after it does 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


It’s the middle of Decem- 
ber, and even though the 
snowfall this year has been 
somewhat light, the Wabash 
County Highway Depart- 
ment has been preparing for 
precipitation. 

On Monday, Wabash Coun- 
ty Highway Department su- 
pervisor Cole Wyatt said they 
were anticipating several 
changes for when the weath- 
er turns this coming winter. 


Spray trucks to 
pre-treat roadways 


Wyatt said the first major 
change was the addition of 
a spray truck to pre-treat the 
roadways before the snow 
falls. 

“This anti-icing procedure 
should help to prevent snow 
and ice from bonding to the 
pavement and begin the melt- 
ing process from the bottom 
up,” said Wyatt. 

Wyatt said they would fo- 
cus on primary roads as well 
as select trouble spots around 
the county with this applica- 
tion. 

“We will be greatly reduc- 
ing the amount of sand that is 
used on our roadways,” said 
Wyatt. 


Salt use will remain 


However, Wyatt said the 
amount of salt they plan to 
use will not be decreased. 

“The sand primarily acts as 
a visual aid to know where 
material has been applied,” 


are determined by the ISDH. 


See VACCINE, page A2 


See HIGHWAY, page A2 


City Council approves $150K for new WCS intercom system 


Communications improvements will connect 
school buildings and central dispatch 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


Communication between 
several Wabash City Schools 


(WCS) buildings will soon be 
much easier thanks to a pro- 
posed intercom. 

At Monday’s Wabash City 
Council meeting, Mayor Scott 


Long brought up the propos- 
al to partially fund the new 
addition to the WCS safety 
program. 

Long said the council had 
previously provided money 
for other safety measures at 
the WCS buildings, including 
the Raptor Visitor Manage- 


ment System, which was sup- 
ported through public safety 
local income tax (LIT) funds. 

Long said there had been 
recent incidents which proved 
the need for better coordina- 
tion between staff. 

“In light of some issues that 
have occurred because of 


communication snafus with- 
in our school building, the 
school resources officer and 
the schools have looked at a 
new system, which is an in- 
tercom system between build- 
ings,” said Long. 


See COUNCIL, page A2 
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control of the COVID-19 vi- 
rus.” said Mayor Scott Long. 

On Tuesday, media and 
community relations specialist 
Leslie Megison said Parkview 
Wabash Hospital was “‘simply 
providing the venue for this 
testing site.” 

“All testing and processing is 
being handled by Optum, and 
the tests are free to the public,” 
said Megison. “If an individ- 
ual wants to get a COVID-19 
test through their Parkview 
Physicians Group provider, 
the Parkview guidelines ... 
would still apply.” 

Megison said residents 
should contact their healthcare 
provider if you experience 
symptoms of COVID-19 in- 
cluding fever, cough, short- 
ness of breath, fatigue, muscle 
or body aches, headache, new 
loss of taste or smell, sore 
throat, congestion or runny 
nose, nausea or vomiting, and 
diarrhea. Symptoms may ap- 
pear two to 14 days after ex- 
posure to the virus. Seek care 
if you experience symptoms 
such as trouble breathing, per- 
sistent pain or pressure in the 
chest, new confusion, inability 
to wake or stay awake and blu- 
ish lips or face. 


School figures 


The ISDH’s school dash- 
board was updated Mon- 
day, Dec. 14 with data as of 
11:59 p.m. Friday, Dec. 11. 
The dashboard is updated 
weekly at noon Mondays. 

Statewide, 193 schools re- 
ported no cases, 1,863 report- 
ed one or more case and 312 
have not reported. 

In Wabash County, only 
White’s Jr/Sr. High School 
has reported to the ISDH that 
they have no cases. 

During the latest update, 
Wabash County schools with 
one or more confirmed cases 
included: 

E Manchester Jr/Sr. High 
School (MHS) reported fewer 
than five new student positive 
cases, fewer than five new 
teacher positive cases, 33 total 
student positive cases, seven 
total teacher positive cases and 
eight total staff positive cases. 

E Manchester Elementary 
School (MES) reported few- 
er than five each total student 
positive cases, total teacher 
positive cases and total staff 
positive cases. 

E Manchester Intermediate 
School (MIS) reported fewer 
than five total student positive 
cases. 

E Metro North Elementary 


School reported fewer than 
five each total student positive 
cases, total teacher positive 
cases and total staff positive 
cases. 

E Heartland Career Center 
reported fewer than five each 
new staff positive cases and 
total staff positive cases. 

E Sharp Creek Elementary 
School reported fewer than 
five each total student positive 
cases, total teacher positive 
cases and total staff positive 
cases. 

E Northfield Jr/Sr. High 
School (NHS) reported 36 
total student positive cases, 
fewer than five total teacher 
positive cases and eight total 
staff positive cases. 

E O.J. Neighbours Elemen- 
tary School reported fewer 
than five new staff positive 
cases, fewer than five total stu- 
dent positive cases, seven total 
teacher positive cases and few- 
er than five total staff positive 
cases. 

E Wabash Middle School 
reported fewer than five new 
student positive cases and 10 
total student positive cases. 

E Wabash High School 
(WHS) reported fewer than 
five new student positive cas- 
es, 10 total student positive 
cases, fewer than five total 
teacher positive cases and few- 
er than five total staff positive 
cases. 

E Saint Bernard Elementa- 
ry School reported fewer than 
five each new teacher positive 
cases and total teacher positive 
cases. 

E Southwood Jr/Sr. High 
School reported fewer than 
five new student positive cas- 
es, 11 total student positive 
cases and fewer than five total 
staff positive cases. 

E Southwood Elementary 
School reported fewer than 
five each total student positive 
cases, total teacher positive 
cases and total staff positive 
cases. 


Local figures 


On Saturday, the ISDH re- 
ported 29 new local positive 
COVID-19 cases, bringing 
Wabash County’s total to 
2,249, with 11,131 tests. The 
local seven-day positivity rate 
for all tests was 12.8 percent. 
The local seven-day positivity 
rate for unique individuals was 
27.5 percent. 

On Sunday, the ISDH re- 
ported 32 new local positive 
COVID-19 cases, bringing 
Wabash County’s total to 
2,281, with 11,236 tests. The 
local seven-day positivity rate 
for all tests was 14.3 percent. 
The local seven-day positivity 
rate for unique individuals was 


26.5 percent. 

On Monday, the ISDH re- 
ported 19 new local positive 
COVID-19 cases, bringing 
Wabash County’s total to 
2,300, with 11,249 tests. The 
local seven-day positivity rate 
for all tests was 13.9 percent. 
The local seven-day positivity 
rate for unique individuals was 
26 percent. 

On Tuesday, the ISDH re- 
ported 25 new local positive 
COVID-19 cases, bringing 
Wabash County’s total to 
2,324, with 11,315 tests. The 
local seven-day positivity rate 
for all tests was 14.3 percent. 
The local seven-day positivity 
rate for unique individuals was 
26.5 percent. 


Statewide figures 


On Tuesday, the ISDH an- 
nounced that 4,347 additional 
Hoosiers have been diagnosed 
with COVID-19 through test- 
ing at state and private labora- 
tories. That brings to 434,642 
the number of Indiana resi- 
dents now known to have had 
the novel coronavirus follow- 
ing corrections to the previous 
day’s dashboard. 

A total of 6,657 Hoosiers are 
confirmed to have died from 
COVID-19, an increase of 129 
from the previous day. Another 
311 probable deaths have been 
reported based on clinical di- 
agnoses in patients for whom 
no positive test is on record. 
Deaths are reported based on 
when data are received by the 
state and occurred over multi- 
ple days. 

To date, 2,446,551 unique 
individuals have been tested in 
Indiana, up from 2,435,885 on 
Monday. A total of 5,000,278 
tests, including repeat tests for 
unique individuals, have been 
reported to the state Depart- 
ment of Health since Feb. 26. 

In addition to the Wabash 
site, the ISDH will offer free 
COVID testing from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. through Saturday at the 
following locations: 

E Covington Fire Station, 
210 4th St. Covington. 

E Grant County 4-H Test- 
ing, 1403 E. Indiana 18, Mar- 
ion. 

E Morgan County Testing, 
1749 Hospital Drive, Martins- 
ville. 

E Ivy Tech — White Coun- 
ty Testing, 1017 O’Connor 
Blvd., Monticello. 

To find other testing sites 
around the state, visit www. 
coronavirus.in.gov and click 
on the COVID-19 testing in- 
formation link. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain Deal- 
er editor, may be reached by email 
at rburgess@wabashplaindealer. 
com. 


VACCINE 


From page A1 


vaccination plan, Marion Gen- 
eral Hospital (MGH) has been 
designated as a Phase 1-A vac- 
cine distribution site and will 
be responsible for handling 
the vaccination of health care 
workers in Grant and Wabash 
counties. 

“If you work at Parkview 
Hospital you can be vaccinat- 
ed,” said Parkview Health vice 
president of nursing infor- 
matics Michelle Charles. “If 
you’re not an employee here 
and you live in Wabash Coun- 
ty you have to go elsewhere.” 

More than 20,000 Indiana 
healthcare workers statewide 
have already registered to get 
their first dose. 

More than 50 Indiana hospi- 
tals and clinics are expected 
to receive a total of 55,575 
doses of vaccine by the end of 
the week, and additional ship- 
ments are expected weekly. 
The vaccine requires two dos- 
es administered a minimum of 
21 to 28 days apart. 

Because vaccine will be 
shipped to states in phases, In- 
diana has prioritized the first 
doses for frontline healthcare 
workers who provide direct 
patient care and therefore are 
at high risk of exposure to 
COVID-19, as well as long- 
term care residents and staff 
who have been significantly 
impacted by the pandemic. 

“Tm just so proud and so 
fortunate to serve our cowork- 
ers and our community,” said 
Charles. 

Charles said she was asked 
to lead the vaccination project 
about a month ago, and her 
team has held meetings every 
morning. She said before the 
vaccinations began, they held 
a practice run. 

“We simulated the process 
three weeks ago where we had 
the whole clinic set up and 
took 15 people through the 
process to get cycle times,” 
said Charles. “From there, we 
took those cycle times and we 


Provided photos 


TOP: The first doses were administered to a physician, nurse, 
respiratory therapist, pharmacist, patient care tech and environ- 
mental services tech. ABOVE: Mass vaccinations began Tuesday at 
the Parkview Mirro Center for Research and Innovation. 


built a computer model. 

Charles said the computer 
model showed they needed to 
have at least 60 percent of par- 
ticipants registered. 

“If not, there would be bot- 
tlenecks,’ said Charles. 

Charles said as a result, their 
goal was to have 80 percent of 
participants pre-registered. 

Charles said their site was 
chosen as a distribution center 
due to the sub-zero refrigera- 
tion requirements of the vac- 
cine. 

“We have freezers that can 
accommodate minus 90 de- 
grees Celsius temperatures,” 
said Charles. 

Charles said once the first 
dose of the vaccine is admin- 
istered, participants will need 
to come back for a second 
dose. 

“We do know the first shot 
gives around 50 percent im- 


munity, but to get to 95 percent 
immunity you have to get the 
second shot within 21 days,” 
said Charles. 

Charles said that while the 
vaccine is not mandatory for 
employees, “we strongly en- 
courage it.” 

“Tt is best to get the vaccine,” 
said Charles. “We know it is 
a choice. Of course, when it’s 
my turn I will take the shot be- 
cause I think it’s the right thing 
to do for me and the commu- 
nity. The only way to fight this 
virus is to get this vaccine, so 
it’s important.” 

For more information, vis- 
it  www.coronavirus.in.gov/ 
vaccine. 

Tim Tedeschi, Chronicle-Tribune 
managing editor, contributed to this 
story. Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain 
Dealer editor, may be reached by 
email at rburgess@wabashplain 
dealer.com. 
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5-Day Weather Summary 


Wednesday 

Snow Likely Cloudy 

35/27 34/22 
Sun and Moon 


Today's sunset... 5:20 p.m. 
Tomorrow's sunrise............ 7:58 a.m. 


Thursday 


Partly Cloudy 


Friday Saturday Sunday 
Isolated Rain Mostly Cloudy 
42/31 41/30 


Detailed Local Outlook 


Today we will see cloudy skies with a 75% chance of 
snow, high temperature of 35°, humidity of 89%. East 
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Long said with the pro- 
posed system, if an incident 
were to occur at Wabash 
Middle School, Wabash High 
School, O.J. Neighbours El- 
ementary School, L. H. Car- 
penter Early Learning Center 
or the WCS administration 
office, all personnel could be 
notified immediately. 

“You don’t have to pick up 
a phone. There’s a radio sys- 
tem that notifies them,’ said 
Long. 

Long said the system would 
also be able to be tied into 
the city’s central dispatch 
system, potentially looping 
in the police and fire depart- 
ments. 

“We’ll have every public 
safety agency notified at the 
same time the schools would 
be notified,” said Long. 

Long said the total cost 


HIGHWAY 


From page A1 


said Wyatt. “I just want to 
reassure the public that we 
will still be treating the road- 
ways even when they are not 
seeing that visual indicator.” 

Wyatt said they would also 
be utilizing some part-time 
help during these events to 
decrease the amount of time 
needed to get our roadways 
clear. 

“We intend to have at least 
two more trucks on the road 
than what have been utilized 
in recent years,” said Wyatt. 
“My goal is to focus on the 
primary roads while also do- 
ing as much as possible to 
keep all of our roads pass- 
able.” 


New 
1/13 


of the proposed communi- 
cations system was “in the 
neighborhood of’ $250,000 
for all the buildings. 

Long said in addition to the 
intercom, school resource of- 
ficer Sam Hipskind had pro- 
posed additional lighting in 
the schools to go along with 
the intercom system. 

“We do have students who 
are hearing impaired. So, we 
have to have visual aids avail- 
able in all the buildings,” said 
Long. 

Long said Hipskind and 
other school officials had 
approached him to see if 
the city could assist with the 
costs associated with the im- 
provements. 

“We have plenty of public 
safety LIT funds,” said Long. 

Long said he was propos- 
ing using $150,000 of these 
funds to put towards the 
improvements. He said this 
was money that was already 
budgeted for capital improve- 


Wyatt said he hoped resi- 
dents would understand that 
they were unable to treat ev- 
ery mile of road in the coun- 
ty the same way. 

“Tt is critical that we all 
drive according to the road 
conditions as they exist and 
be reassured that we are 
treating the roadways to the 
best of our ability with safe- 
ty and budgetary constraints 
taken into consideration,” 
said Wyatt. 


Addressing potential 
mailbox damage 


Wyatt said despite their 
best efforts, some residents’ 
mailboxes may be damaged 
by the blades of passing 
snow plows. 

“The county will address 


southeast wind 5 to 9 mph. Snow accumulation of less 
than one inch possible. Expect cloudy skies tonight with 
an overnight low of 27°. Northwest wind 7 mph. The 
wind chill for tonight could reach 22°. 


ments for 2020. 

“It benefits the entire com- 
munity,” he said. “It’s a one- 
time expenditure.” 

After a motion by District 
5 councilman Doug Adams 
and a second by District 4 
councilwoman Susan Bon- 
fitto, the item was approved 
unanimously. 

After the vote, District 1 
councilman Mitch Figert said 
he appreciated the inclusivity 
of the lighting system, espe- 
cially. 

“As a parent of a daughter 
who has hearing disabilities, I 
don’t think people recognize 
how hard of a struggle it is 
for her to hear, for those stu- 
dents to hear, when there is 
an emergency. So, I appreci- 
ate the effort you and the Sam 
and school put in to address 
that,” said Figert. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain Deal- 
er editor, may be reached by email 
at rburgess@wabashplaindealer. 
com. 


damage to a residents mail- 
box only if the plow makes 
direct contact with the mail- 
box,” said Wyatt. “If the 
damage is a result of snow 
being thrown from the plow 
impacting the mailbox the 
responsibility will be the 
homeowners. 

Wyatt said the depart- 
ments employees were 
dedicated to doing the best 
job possible under trying 
circumstances. He said he 
wanted to recognize “their 
dedication to getting Wa- 
bash County back on the 
roads after a snow and the 
pride they take in this ef- 
fort.” 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain 
Dealer editor, may be reached by 
email at rburgess@wabashplain 
dealer.com. 
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available for purchase online 
and in-person at Visit Wabash 
County, 221 S. Miami St. For 
more information, visit www. 
wabashmarketplace.org or 
call 260-563-0975. 


Second Harvest to 
hold tailgate food 
distribution every 
other Wednesday 


Second Harvest Food Bank 
of East Central Indiana has 
planned tailgate food distribu- 
tions for 1 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 13, 2021 at Manchester 
Church of the Brethren, 1306 
Beckley St., North Manches- 
ter; and 11 a.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 23 and Jan. 27, 2021 
at Bachelor Creek Church 
of Christ, 2147 Indiana 15. 
For more information, visit 
www.curehunger.org, classy. 
org/campaign/hunger-action 
-month/c299182 or https:// 
www.givepulse.com/group 


/203410. 


Charley Creek 
Gardens Yule Time 


Stroll planned 


The Charley Creek Gardens 
will be open for its 11th An- 
nual Yule Time Stroll with 
casually lighted pathways for 
guests to enjoy. Every eve- 
ning from 6 to 9 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 13 through Wednesday, 
Dec. 23, the Gardens will 
be open for guests to walk 
through with families, friends 
and thermoses of hot cocoa. 
Charley Creek Gardens is lo- 
cated at 551 N. Miami St. and 
parking for the Gardens is lo- 
cated at 518 N. Wabash St. 
Yule Time Stroll is free and 
open to the public. For more 
information, visit Charley 
CreekGardens.org/events. 


Salamonie 


to hold Winter 
Forest Day Camp 


Salamonie Lake has an- 
nounced an outdoor day 
camp from 8:30am. to 


1:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 
4, 2021, to Friday, Jan. 8, 
2021, at 3691 New Holland 
Road, Andrews. Children 
ages 7 to 13 are welcome. 
The early bird registration 
discount ends Monday, Dec. 
21. Events scheduled during 
the day camp include a daily 
hike, sit spots, games, shel- 
ter and fire building, small 
groups to prepare and present 
short presentations on nature 
topics. Participants will also 
meet education birds-of-prey 
ambassadors. The cost per 
child is $60 and $55 for each 
additional sibling. Register 
and pay by Monday, Dec. 21 
and save $10 per child. For 
more information and regis- 
tration, call 260-468-2127. 
Limited space is available. 
For more information, visit 
dnr.IN.gov/uwis. 

Editor's note: If you have an 
upcoming event to submit, please 
send it by email to news@wabash 
plaindealer.com no later than five 
days before the event itself. Please 
use complete sentences, Associat- 
ed Press style and Microsoft Word 
or PDF file formats. 
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Obituaries 


Frances Slocum Chapter 
of the DAR holds 
December meeting 


The next meeting will 
be Jan. 12, 2021, 

at the Grandstaff 
Hentgen Activity Room 


STAFF REPORT 


The monthly meeting of 
the Frances Slocum Chap- 
ter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR) 
took place on Saturday, Dec. 
12 at the Church of Christ of 
Wabash Fellowship Room, 
according to regent Barbara 
Amiss. 

The meeting opened with 
the DAR ritual, followed 
with devotions by Tamra 
Wise. 

The chapter welcomed new 
members Julie Stouder, La- 
Verne Marion, Diane Hoch- 
stetler, Alexis Wright and 
Lesley Vigar. 

The December President 
General’s message from De- 
nise Doring VanBuren was 
shared by Joyce Joy. 

“As we mark this month of 
shortened days and darkest 
nights, let us challenge to 
shine brightly from within 
through support of our soci- 
ety and service to our neigh- 
bors,’ said Doring VanBuren. 
“Amidst all of the family tra- 
ditions and holiday festiv- 
ities, it is so important that 
we continue to demonstrate 
our love of country and our 
appreciation for the sacrifice 
of both those who founded 
it and those who continue to 
defend it.” 

The National Defender re- 
port honored National Pearl 
Harbor Remembrance Day, 
Dec. 7. 

“We annually remember 
and honor the 2,403 U.S. cit- 
izens who were killed in the 
surprise attack on Naval Sta- 
tion Pearl Harbor at Oahu, 


Hawaii Territory, by the 
Imperial Japanese Navy Air 
Service in 1941,” said Amiss. 
“President Franklin Roos- 
evelt referred to the attack 
as ‘a date which will live in 
infamy. The attack brought 
the U.S. completely into 
World War II. The members 
completed a short quiz on 
facts surrounding the attack 
on Pearl Harbor on Sunday, 
Dec. 7.” 

The December program 
was about the Christmas can- 
dy cane legend. 

“Many legends about the 
origin of candy canes claim 
that they were first used at 
Cologne Cathedral, Germa- 
ny in 1670. This was an in- 
vention to keep the children 
quiet by the choirmaster. 
The crook will remind us of 
the shepherds tending their 
sheep or represents the let- 
ter ‘J. The hard texture of 
the candy symbolizes the 
rock on which the church 
was built. The candy was 
eventually flavored with pep- 
permint to remind us of the 
hyssop plant mentioned in 
the Old and New Testament. 
The first documented use of 
the candy cane was in 1847 
by a Swedish-German im- 
migrant in Ohio named Au- 
gust Imgard to decorate his 
Christmas tree,” said Amiss. 

The next meeting of the 
Frances Slocum Chapter will 
be Tuesday, Jan. 12, 2021, at 
the Grandstaff Hentgen Ac- 
tivity Room. 

Prospective members and 
guests are always welcome 
to attend. DAR membership 
is open to any woman 18 
years of age, who can prove 
lineal descent from a patriot 
of the American Revolution. 

For more information, vis- 
it www.dar.org or call Linda 
Thompson at 260-563-4661 
or Amiss at 260-982-4376. 


Laura M. Wildoner 


Nov. 13, 1926 - 


Laura M. Wildoner, 
94, of Warren, Indi- 
ana, died at 4:48 am, 
Saturday, December 
12, 2020 at Heritage 
Pointe of Warren. She 
was born November 
13, 1926 in Wabash, Indiana, 
to Louie G. and Elizabeth 
(Milam) Wildoner. 

Laura was a 1945 graduate 
of Chippewa High School. 
She worked for United In- 
surance Company, in both 
Fort Wayne and Indianapolis 
45 years as a traveling audi- 
tor. 

She is survived by neph- 
ews, Toni Miller of Dallas, 


Dec. 12, 2020 


Texas, and Mike Mill- 
er of Roann, Indiana. 
She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
two sisters, Mable 
Cummings and Dor- 
othy Kirkpatrick, and 
longtime companion, 


her 
Chester Burnett. 

Services will be private. 
Burial will be in Fairview 
Cemetery, Servia, Indiana. 


Arrangements by Grand- 
staff-Hentgen Funeral Ser- 
vice, Wabash. 

The memorial guest book 
for Laura may be signed at 
www.grandstaff-hentgen. 
com. 


Colleen B. Weesner 
April 3, 1930 - Dec. 13, 2020 


Colleen B. Weesner, 
90, of Wabash, In- 
diana, died at 11:50 
pm, Sunday, Decem- 
ber 13, 2020 at Well- 
brooke of Wabash. 
She was born on April 
3, 1930 in Wabash, to Walter 
and Edith (Aukschun) Horn- 
er. 

Colleen married Richard 
Lee Weesner on August 7, 
1949, in Wabash, Indiana, 
he preceded her in death on 
June 26, 1976. She worked 
at Spiece, was the manag- 
er at Dollar General several 
years, and also worked at 
Kmart, all of Wabash. She 
was a member of Christ 
United Methodist Church. 

She is survived by her 
son, Steven Lee (Tammy) 
Weesner of Lagro, Indi- 


Matthew Todd Melzoni, 36, 
of Huntington, Indiana, died 
Sunday, December 13, 2020 
in Huntington. He was born 
March 16, 1984 in Kokomo, 
Indiana, to Petero Melzoni III 
and Mindy (Harris) Monroe. 

Matt enjoyed fishing, play- 
ing the guitar, and listening 


Heartland Learning Center’s $1M 
fundraising campaign begins 


Grant requires 
matching funds 


from the community 
STAFF REPORT 


On Thursday, Dec. 10, the 
Wabash County Commis- 
sion, Officials from Heart- 
land Career Center’s (HCC) 
five-member school corpora- 
tions, Grow Wabash County, 
and the Community Foun- 
dation of Wabash County 
(CFWC) officially kicked off 
a $1 million fundraising cam- 
paign for the new Heartland 
Learning Center, according 
to CFWC program director 
Julie Garber. 

In 2019, Wabash Coun- 
ty Commissioners had the 
opportunity to compete for 
a $4 million grant from the 
U.S. Economic Development 
Administration to create a 
workforce training center on 
the Heartland Career Center 
campus. The grant requires 
$1 million in matching funds 
from the community. 

As part of the application 
process, HCC partner corpo- 
rations secured commitments 
from lenders to cover the cost 
of the match if no charitable 
dollars were raised, but Com- 
missioners, HCC member 
corporations and community 
partners hope to raise the en- 
tire match. Already generous 


contributions have reduced 
the need to borrow and will 
relieve schools and taxpayers 
of the significant debt bur- 
den. At press time, a total of 
$288,500 in gifts and pledges 
have been received to meet 
the $1 million match. 

“Every dollar contribut- 
ed becomes a five-dollar 
investment in our region. 
There are not many giving 
opportunities that provide as 
much leverage, reduce our 
need to finance the project, 
and, thanks to the Commu- 
nity Foundation, are tax-de- 
ductible,’ said HCC director 
Mark Hobbs. 

HCC plans to construct a 
35,000 square foot, stand- 
alone building to house a 
workforce training center 
for post-secondary students. 
The space will have benefits 
for high school students as 
well. Programs at the center 
will focus on healthcare and 
advanced = manufacturing, 
covering a wide variety of 
certifications in the industry. 

“A dedicated adult educa- 
tion center would provide 
Ford Meter Box with a loca- 
tion for centralized resourc- 
es & expert educators, fully 
equipped to meet our manu- 
facturing training needs,” said 
Ford Meter Box vice presi- 
dent of human resources Kel- 
ly Stouffer. “Uniform training 
allows us to respond to skills 


gaps and offer re-training or 
paced training to meet more 
learning styles. With an adult 
education center nearby, Ford 
Meter Box would be able to 
educate more employees and 
be able to offer more oppor- 
tunities when only a handful 
of people need to be trained 
on a topic.” 

With the help of the CFWC, 
gifts to the project are chari- 
table and tax-deductible. 

“On the behalf of the foun- 
dation, we are thrilled to be a 
part of this great opportuni- 
ty that’s going to help many 
people throughout the region 
and advance talent develop- 
ment and skills that are avail- 
able to new companies and 
companies that are here al- 
ready,” said CFWC executive 
director Patty Grant. 

Gifts received on or before 
Dec. 31 will be receipted for 
the 2020 tax year. Donors 
wishing to contribute can 
make checks payable to the 
Community Foundation of 
Wabash County and write 
Heartland Learning Center 
Fund in the memo line. Drop 
off or mail checks to the 
Community Foundation, 105 
W. 2nd St., North Manches- 
ter, IN 46962. 

For more information, con- 
tact Hobbs by phone at 260- 
563-7481, ext. 1227, or by 
email at mhobbs@hcc.k12. 
in.us. 


ISP Trooper Smith promoted to sergeant 


He will serve as a squad 
leader at the Peru Post 
STAFF REPORT 


On Monday, Indiana State 
Police (ISP) Superinten- 
dent Douglas G. Carter an- 
nounced the promotion of 
Trooper Andrew Smith to the 
rank of sergeant, according to 
Peru Post public information 
officer Sgt. Tony Slocum. 

In his new assignment, 
Smith will serve as a squad 
leader at the ISP Peru Post. 

Smith, a four year-veteran 
of the department, began his 


career at the ISP Peru Post 
where he was assigned road 
patrol duties primarily in Mi- 
ami County. With his recent 
promotion, Smith will super- 
vise troopers assigned to the 
ISP Peru Post. 

During his career, Smith 
has served the state police as 
a field training officer and as 
a drug recognition expert. 

Smith is 2003 graduate of 
Eastbrook High School. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree in 
biblical literature from Tay- 
lor University. Smith and his 
wife reside in Miami County 
with their daughter. 


Provided photo 
ISP Trooper Andrew Smith was 
promoted to the rank of ser- 
geant. 


ana, sisters, Elsie 
M. Strickler, Bette 
(Charles) Boyer, and 
Mary Jean (Edwin) 
Carpenter, all of Wa- 
bash, and one grand- 
child. She was also 
preceded in death by her par- 
ents, brother, Nevin Horner, 
and two sisters, Evelyn Les- 
ter and Juanita Horner. 

Services will be private. 
Burial will be in Gardens of 
Memory Cemetery, Marion. 
Arrangements are entrusted 
to Grandstaff-Hentgen Fu- 
neral Service, Wabash. 

Preferred memorial is 
American Diabetes Associ- 
ation. 

The memorial guest book 
for Colleen may be signed 
at www.grandstaff-hentgen. 
com. 
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Dora Marie Fraustein Denniston 
Sept. 1, 1931 - Dec. 12, 2020 


Dora Marie Fraustein Den- 
niston, 89, of Wabash, Indi- 
ana, died at 11:45 pm, Sat- 
urday, December 12, 2020 
at her residence. She was 
born on September 1, 1931 
in Wabash County, Indiana, 
to Charles and Veva (Cham- 
ness) Russell. 

Dora was a 1949 graduate 
of Urbana High School. She 
first married John Fraustein 
in Urbana on September 
23, 1950; he died October 
18, 1983. She then married 
John H. Denniston on May 
23, 1986; he died January 
18, 1989. Dora worked at 
Honeywell/Markhon in Wa- 
bash, retiring in 1987 after 
22 years. She then worked at 
the Wabash Christian Church 
from 1992-2005. Dora was a 
member of Bachelor Creek 
Church of Christ and an ac- 
tive member of the Frances 
Slocum Chapter of the DAR. 
She enjoyed jigsaw puzzles 
and especially enjoyed her 


family. 
She is survived by chil- 
dren, Thomas (Teresa) 


Fraustein of LaFontaine, 
Indiana, Susan (Michael) 
Rose of Drummonds, Ten- 
nessee, and Kathy (David) 
Tyner of Wabash, eight 
grandchildren, Darren (Ra- 
mona) Lehman, Lisa Frank- 
lin, Olivia (Jason) Holland, 
Amanda (Jeremie) McAlpin, 


Í y 
Zea 


Brad Tyner, Alicia (Bri- 
an) Draper, Stacey (Beau) 
Strack, and Nicole (Adam 
Whiteman) Fraustein, 14 
great-grandchildren, two 
great-great-grandchildren, 
and a brother, David Russell 
of Paw Paw, Michigan. She 
was preceded in death by her 
parents and three sisters. 

Funeral services were 
held at 10:00 am on Tues- 
day, December 15, 2020, at 
Grandstaff-Hentgen Funeral 
Service, 1241 Manchester 
Avenue, Wabash, with Da- 
vid Stokes officiating. Burial 
was in Falls Cemetery, Wa- 
bash. 

Preferred memorial is Ri- 
ley Children’s Hospital. 

The memorial guest book 
for Dora may be signed at 
www.grandstaff-hentgen. 
com. 


PENDING SERVICES 


Imogene J. Bradford, 87, of LaFontaine: passed away on 
December 13, 2020. Services are pending and have been 
entrusted to McDonald Funeral Homes, LaFontaine Chapel. 


Matthew Todd Melzoni 


March 16, 1984 - Dec. 13, 2020 


to music. 

He is survived by grand- 
parents, Petero Jr. & Sandra 
Melzoni and mother, Mindy 
Harris, all of Wabash, twin 
children, Alexander Matthew 
Melzoni and Adilyn Jo-Dean 
Melzoni, both of Warren, 
Indiana, companion, Tiffa- 


ny Keplinger of Huntington, 
aunts, Amy Melzoni of Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, and Mi- 
chelle Melzoni of Fort My- 
ers, Florida, cousin, Maxwell 
Kelsey of Nashville, two half 
brothers and one half sister. 
He was preceded in death by 
his father, Petero Melzoni III. 


Burial will be in Friends 
Cemetery, Wabash at a lat- 
er date. Arrangements by 
Grandstaff-Hentgen Funeral 
Service, Wabash. 

The memorial guest book 
for Matthew may be signed 
at www.grandstaff-hentgen. 
com. 


VFW Post No. 286 to host fish fry Friday 


STAFF REPORT 


The Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (VFW) Post No. 
286 will host a fish fry 
from 4 to 7pm. Fri- 
day, Dec. 18 at 3678 W. 


Old 24, according to Dan 
Ford. 

The menu will include 
hand _ beer-battered fish, 
baked beans, coleslaw and 
hush puppies. 

The cost will be $9 per 


person. The event will be 
open to the public. 
“Current COVID-19 re- 
strictions (will be) ob- 
served,” said Ford. 
For more information, 
call 260-563-2463. 


Downtown Wabash receives 
statewide recognition 


Fort Wayne, Goshen and 
Kokomo also invited 

to apply for Cultural 
District Designation 
STAFF REPORT 


On Friday, Dec. 11, the Indi- 
ana Arts Commission voted to 
approve Wabash, Fort Wayne, 
Goshen and Kokomo for Spot- 
light Community recognition 
as part of the Creative Com- 
munity Pathway program, 
according to Wabash Market- 
place executive director An- 
drea Zwiebel. 

These four communities 
have been invited to apply 
for Cultural District Desig- 
nation, a designation held by 
only 10 Indiana communities. 
Established in 2010, Indiana 
Cultural Districts are well-rec- 
ognized, labeled, mixed-use 
areas of a community, in 
which high concentrations 
of cultural assets serve as the 
anchor. Indiana Statewide 
Cultural Districts promote the 
exploration of and participa- 
tion in the arts and humanities 
through cultural experiences 
that are unique to our commu- 
nities. 

The designation process in 
Downtown Wabash is led by 
Wabash Marketplace, along 
with support from the local 
District Committee consisting 
of downtown partners. 

“The District Committee is 
working diligently to promote 
the many artistic and cultural 
offerings in Downtown Wa- 
bash. Recognition from the 
Indiana Arts Commission is 
such an honor,” said Zwiebel. 

The local District Commit- 
tee consists of Wabash Coun- 
ty Museum, The Honeywell 


Foundation, a panel of local 
artists, Visit Wabash County, 
Wabash City Schools, City of 
Wabash, Grow Wabash Coun- 
ty and Wabash Marketplace. 

One of the anchor assets in 
Downtown Wabash is The 
Honeywell Foundation, which 
operates Eagles Theatre and 
Honeywell Center. 

Regarding the recognition 
from the Indiana Arts Com- 
mission, they said, “The Hon- 
eywell Foundation is thrilled 
to see Wabash designated as 
a Spotlight Community. Over 
the years, the Foundation 
has welcomed thousands to 
Wabash to enjoy Honeywell 
programs. Time and again, 
patrons return because they 
not only love Honeywell pro- 
grams, but all that Wabash 
offers.” 

The local District Committee 
is eager to utilize this recogni- 
tion as part of a larger strategy 
for downtown revitalization. 

“The leadership team is 
thrilled to see Downtown Wa- 
bash take this exciting next 
step in our journey toward 
becoming an official cultural 


Provided photo 
On Friday, Dec. 11, the Indiana Arts Commission voted to approve 
Wabash, Fort Wayne, Goshen and Kokomo for Spotlight Community 
recognition as part of the Creative Community Pathway program. 


district in the State of Indiana,” 
said Grow Wabash County’s 
Tenille Zartman. “More and 
more the cultural currency of 
a community like Wabash is 
an indelible part of its future 
growth not only in its recog- 
nition across the state, but also 
in the attraction of talent, busi- 
nesses and families that will 
allow Wabash to thrive and 
represent the best things Indi- 
ana has to offer.” 

Zwiebel said the Creative 
Community Pathway is a 
roadmap for any Indiana 
community to start, focus or 
deepen arts and culture-based 
strategies to grow community 
wellbeing. 

“As a capacity building pro- 
gram, the Pathway aligns local 
creative assets — artists, arts 
and culture strategies, part- 
ners, and resources — to sup- 
port a community’s unique 
goals and dreams. Simultane- 
ously, it organizes a sustain- 
able, healthy creative environ- 
ment for artists and cultural 
organizations,’ said Zwiebel. 

For more information, call 
260-563-0975. 
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Episcopal leaders on church’s 
Groundhog-Day nightmares 


Ww America facing 
a bitterly divisive 
election, Episcopal Church 
leaders did what they do in 
tense times — they held a 
National Cathedral service 
rallying the Washington, 
=~ D.C, estab- 
Terry lishment. 
Mattingly This online 

- “Holding 
i onto Hope” 
service fea- 
tured a Sikh 
filmmaker, 

a female 
rabbi from 
Chicago, the 
Islamic Society of North 
America’s former inter- 
faith relations director, the 
female presiding bishop of 
the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, a Jesu- 
it priest known for promot- 
ing LGBTQ tolerance, and 
former Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice. 

“Our ideals, values, 
principles and dreams 
of beloved community 
matter,’ said Episcopal 
Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry, the church’s first 
African American leader. 
“They matter to our life as 
a nation and as a world. 
Our values matter!” 

This was the kind of rite 
— think National Public 
Radio at prayer — a church 
can offer when its history 
includes 11 U.S. presidents 
and countless legislators 
and judges from coast to 
coast. Episcopal leaders 
also know President-elect 
Joe Biden is a liberal 
Catholic whose convictions 


mesh with their own. 

That’s the good news. 
Episcopalians have also 
been hearing plenty of bad 
news about their future. 

For example, Curry 
became a media superstar 
after his soaring sermon at 
Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle’s wedding. But 
wedding trends in his own 
flock have been pretty 
bleak. Ditto for baptisms. 

A stunning 2019 report 
from Episcopal parishes 
showed 6,484 weddings — 
down 11.2 percent from the 
previous year. Baptism rites 
for children fell to 19,716 
(a one-year drop of 6.5 
percent), and adult bap- 
tisms to 3,866 (a one-year 
drop of 6.7 percent). Since 
2003, baptisms are down 50 
percent. 

Office of the General Con- 
vention statistics reported 
1,637,945 members in 2019 
(down 2.29 percent from 
2018) and average atten- 
dance fell to 518,411 (down 
2.25 percent). Median 
attendance dropped from 
53 worshippers to 51, while 
61 percent of parishes saw 
attendance declines of 10 
percent or more. 

All of these statistics 
predate the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

The Episcopal News 
Service offered these 
blunt words from the Rev. 
Dwight Zscheile, an expert 
on church renewal and de- 
cline: “The overall picture 
is dire — not one of decline 
as much as demise within 
the next generation. ... At 


this rate, there will be no 
one in worship by around 
2050 in the entire denomi- 
nation.” 

Episcopal Church 
membership peaked at 3.4 
million in the 1960s, a pat- 
tern seen in other mainline 
Protestant bodies. This 
decline has accelerated, 
with membership falling 
17.4 percent in the past 10 
years. 

As arule, the crisis is 
worse in the Northeast and 
the Midwest, while losses 
have been slower in the Sun 
Belt and some parts of the 
West. In terms of worst- 
case scenarios, the Diocese 
of Northern Michigan 
remains open for business, 
but reported an average 
attendance of 385 in 2019. 
That’s the whole diocese. 

“The news, friends, 
continues to be not good, 
very bad, alarming, four 
horsemen of the apoca- 
lypse, dogs and cats living 
together, bad,” noted the 
Rev. Tom Ferguson of St. 
John’s Church in Sandwich, 
Massachusetts. He is the 
former academic dean of 
Bexley Seabury Seminary 
in Chicago. 

“We have more parishes 
with an average attendance 
of less than 10 persons than 
we do with congregations 
with attendance of 300 
or more,’ he wrote in an 
online essay entitled “The 
Collapse Is Here.” Many 
of these “Groundhog Day” 
reports fail to take into 
account “other demograph- 
ics, such as we are about 


87 percent Anglo when the 
United States is about 62 
percent Anglo. ... 

“We are old and white in 
a missional context that is 
less old and less white.” 

How old? The Episcopal 
Church had the highest 
average age among the 20 
faiths charted in the 2017 to 
2019 Cooperative Con- 
gressional Election Study, 
said political scientist Ryan 
Burge of Eastern Illinois 
University. The average 
Catholic is 50, the aver- 
age nondenominational 
evangelical is 49 and the 
average atheist is 42. The 
average Episcopalian is 
almost 59. 

“If you took the member- 
ship rolls of every ECUSA 
church ... and grabbed a 
random person from that 
spreadsheet, the most likely 
age of that person would 
be 69. For a Mormon, the 
modal age is 29,” wrote 
Burge at Religion in Public, 
a blog he co-founded. 

“Generational replace- 
ment is the key factor that 
buoys the size of churches. 
... If life expectancy stays 
around 78 years old, that 
means that the average 
Episcopal church would 
lose half its current mem- 
bership through death by 
2040. Are there enough 
children to make up for 
those losses? Again, the 
data says that is unlikely.” 

Terry Mattingly leads Get 
Religion.org and lives in Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee. He is a senior 
fellow at the Overby Center at the 
University of Mississippi. 


The source of salvation 


Roo that ‘80s song 
“I Need a Hero”? This 
whole year has me singing 
the chorus quite a bit. That’s 
why Joe Biden and Kama- 
la Harris 

are Time 
magazine’s 
“Person of 
the Year.” 
Meanwhile, 


Kathryn 


Lopez 

, ; the fact of 
the matter 

b is the kind 
of salvation 
people are 
looking for 

does not come from politics, 

no matter how much we 

may want it to. 

I’ve often thought of Pope 
Francis’ prayer service 
early on in the pandemic. 
You couldn’t have scripted 
it better; it occurred on a 
rainy night in Rome, with 
the sounds of ambulanc- 
es and other emergency 
vehicles constantly in the 
background. And he prayed 
and he prayed. And, as it 
happens, numbers of deaths 
did start to go down after 
that point in Italy. Maybe 
prayer is, in fact, action. 

In his homily, Francis kept 
hitting a theme that reso- 
nates to this day: “Why are 


you afraid?” Haven’t we all 
asked ourselves this question 
this year? Many, if not most, 
of us obviously fear death. 
There’s also the very practi- 
cal and understandable fear 
of making someone more 
vulnerable than us sick. 
“Love your neighbor” took 
on a new urgency, but then 
so should an appreciation 
that all of life involves some 
level of risk. 

Francis said: “You are 
calling on us to seize this 
time of trial as a time of 
choosing. It is not the time 
of your judgment, but of our 
judgment: a time to choose 
what matters and what pass- 
es away, a time to separate 
what is necessary from what 
is not. It is a time to get our 
lives back on track with 
regard to you, Lord, and to 
others.” 

That’s what this year has 
been about: priorities in this 
short life. And getting it 
right is an ongoing process, 
so be humble and kind. 

Pope Francis went on that 
day, repeating the ques- 
tions about fear and faith, 
adding: “Faith begins when 
we realize we are in need 
of salvation. We are not 
self-sufficient.” 


Of course, Pope Francis 
didn’t point to President 
Donald Trump or then-can- 
didate Joe Biden or any 
other mere mortal as the 
possible source of salvation. 
He pointed to God: “Let 
us hand over our fears to 
him so that he can conquer 
them.” He added: “‘God’s 
strength [is] turning to 
the good everything that 
happens to us, even the bad 
things. He brings serenity 
into our storms, because 
with God, life never dies.” 

On Dec. 8, the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, 
an occasion that cities in 
Europe normally mark with 
fireworks displays, Pope 
Francis declared a year ded- 
icated to St. Joseph, Jesus’ 
earthly father. Pope Fran- 
cis has been telling of his 
fondness for Joseph since 
he came on the international 
scene. He made popular an 
image of Joseph sleeping. 
He has a statue of him on 
a table in his room, and he 
writes down things that are 
burdening him and gives 
them to Joseph. 

It makes a lot of sense that 
at this time of unrest and 
division, of so much anxiety 
and uncertainty, especially 


concerning families, Francis 
would point to Joseph. There 
is a silent confidence about 
the man who raised Jesus, 
and in this selfie age, where 
so many rush to an opinion 
before even basic informa- 
tion is known, Joseph is 
someone who might help 

us cultivate silence and 
listening. And he’s a Jewish 
father, at a time when an- 
ti-Semitism is rearing its evil 
head again. 

One of the things Francis 
says in his letter about Jo- 
seph is: “St. Joseph reminds 
us that those who appear 
hidden or in the shadows can 
play an incomparable role 
in the history of salvation. A 
word of recognition and of 
gratitude is due to them all.” 

There is tremendous power 
in virtue. Live well and that 
will be more important than 
all the politicians in the 
world. 

Kathryn Jean Lopez is senior 
fellow at the National Review 
Institute, editor-at-large of National 
Review magazine and author of 
the new book “A Year With the 
Mystics: Visionary Wisdom for Daily 
Living.” She is also chair of Cardi- 
nal Dolan’s pro-life commission in 
New York. She can be contacted at 
klopez@nationalreview.com. 


U.S. regulators OK genetically modified pig 


By CANDICE CHOI 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK — USS. regu- 
lators have approved a genet- 
ically modified pig for food 
and medical products, making 
it the second such animal to 
get the green light for human 
consumption. But the compa- 
ny behind it says there are no 
imminent plans to sell it for 
meat. 

The pig is genetically engi- 
neered to eliminate the pres- 
ence of alpha-gal, a type of 
sugar found in many mam- 
mals. The sugar makes its way 
into many products — includ- 
ing medications, cosmetics 
and food — and can cause al- 
lergic reactions in some peo- 
ple. 

The main goal of the com- 
pany behind the pig, United 
Therapeutics Corp., is to de- 
velop medical products, such 
as blood thinners, that won’t 
set off such reactions, said its 
spokesman Dewey Steadman. 
Eventually, the Silver Spring, 
Maryland-based firm hopes 
to develop a way for the pig’s 
organs to be transplanted into 
people. 

The pig, called GalSafe, also 
has commercial potential as 
food, but Steadman said the 


company doesn’t know when 
it might be able to secure an 
agreement with a meat pro- 
ducer to process and sell it. 
He noted the meat allergy the 
pig addresses, called alpha-gal 
syndrome, isn’t yet consid- 
ered a major issue. 

“It’s known, but it’s not well 
known,” Steadman said. 

Health researchers don’t ful- 
ly understand how the allergy 
develops, but it has been tied 
to bites from certain ticks. In 
2009, there were 24 reported 
cases, but more recent esti- 
mates exceed 5,000 cases, 
according to a report by a 
working group for the U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services. 

Symptoms can include 
hives, itching, cramping and 
vomiting. Unlike other food 
allergies, alpha-gal reactions 
typically happen several hours 
after eating beef, pork or lamb, 
making it difficult to diagnose. 

Jaydee Hanson, policy di- 
rector for the Center for Food 
Safety, noted that meat from 
the genetically modified pigs 
wasn’t tested in people with 
the allergies. 

“You're offering it up as 
something they can eat, with- 
out knowing whether it ad- 
dresses their allergy,’ Hanson 


said. 
The FDA said it didn’t eval- 
uate allergy-specific food 


safety, since the company’s 
application didn’t include data 
on the preventing such reac- 
tions. 

The Center for Food Safe- 
ty has sued the FDA over 
the first genetically modified 
animal the agency approved 
for human food — salmon en- 
gineered to grow faster. The 
group said it’s reviewing the 
agency’s decision on the Gal- 
Safe pig posted Monday. 

Greg Jaffe of the Center for 
Science in the Public Interest 
said the FDA’s approval of the 
GalSafe pig announced Mon- 
day is also concerning because 
it came without a chance for 
public comment. 

“Nobody was given notice, 
and all of a sudden there’s an 
approved animal,” he said. 

The company didn’t disclose 
exactly how it altered the ani- 
mal’s DNA. Jaffe said the pig 
was produced by knocking 
out a gene responsible for pro- 
ducing the sugar and adding 
another that serves as a marker 
for the silenced gene. 

Jaffe said he’s not aware of 
any rules on how pork from 
genetically modified pigs 
would need to be labeled to be 


sold in supermarkets. A repre- 
sentative for the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, which 
oversees meat labeling, did 
not immediately respond to a 
request for comment. 

Steadman said the United 
Therapeutics pigs would be 
more difficult to produce than 
conventional pigs for meat be- 
cause of requirements govern- 
ing how they must be kept and 
slaughtered. He said there are 
about 25 GalSafe pigs at an 
Iowa farm. 

Long term, he said the goal 
is to combine the genetic 
modification with multiple 
other changes to make their 
organs acceptable for trans- 
plants in people. For years, 
researchers have been looking 
into the idea of transplanting 
pig organs as a way of elim- 
inating shortages of donated 
organs. 

Though there aren’t any 
plans yet to sell meat from 
GalSafe pigs, the genetically 
modified salmon could be- 
come available in the US. 
soon. AquaBounty, the com- 
pany that produces the fish, 
says it is determining the best 
time to harvest the salmon, 
which have been growing in 
indoor tanks at a plant in In- 
diana. 
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First-generation college 
student at Manchester 
realizes her dream 

in STEM field 


Each honored student 
received $3,000 to 
help with college costs 
By JENNIFER WAGNER 


Manchester University’s 
2020 Realizing the Dream 
recipient is Heather Binion, 
a sophomore with a double 
major in chemistry and en- 
gineering science. She is the 
first in her family to attend 
college. 

Binion wants to be a good 
role model for her younger 
relatives and works hard to 
demonstrate that women are 
capable of anything they put 
their minds to, including be- 
ing in a STEM field. STEM, 
of course, stands for science, 
technology, engineering and 
math. 

Binion has wanted to be an 
engineer since she was 11 
years old and learned how 
much she enjoyed chemistry 
from her high school chem- 
istry class back in Lebanon. 

The Realizing the Dream 
scholarship is provided for 
30 first-generation college 
students from Indiana’s pri- 
vate, nonprofit colleges and 
universities by the Indepen- 
dent Colleges of Indiana. It 
is funded by Lilly Endow- 
ment. They were chosen by 
their colleges for outstand- 
ing achievement in their first 
year. 

Binion ranked second in 
her high school class at Leb- 
anon Senior High School. 
At Manchester, she has a 
4.0 GPA and is involved 
in the American Chemical 
Society, Society of Physics 
Students and Advocates of 
the Mind. 

She works as a Spartan 
Ambassador, giving tours 
to prospective Manchester 
students, and she is a phys- 
ics peer tutor. Her volunteer 
service includes the annual 
Walk Into My Future event 


Provided photo 
Manchester University’s 2020 
Realizing the Dream recipient 
is Heather Binion, a sophomore 
with a double major in chemis- 
try and engineering science. 


at MU that introduces ele- 
mentary school students to 
the college environment, 
donating blood and help- 
ing with the U Can Crush 
Hunger campaign for the re- 
gion’s food pantries. 

After Manchester, she 
plans to finish her engineer- 
ing degree at an engineering 
school and then attend grad- 
uate school. 

Binion loves college and 
appreciates her education. 
“Every day in college makes 
me mature, teaches me life 
skills, and will one day help 
me fully transition into adult 
life,’ she said. “I am grate- 
ful for this opportunity, and 
I will continue to work hard 
to make myself, my friends, 
and my family proud.” 

Each honored student in 
Realizing the Dream re- 
ceived $3,000 to help with 
college costs, and each stu- 
dent’s selected “most influ- 
ential” teacher received a 
$1,000 professional devel- 
opment grant. Binion select- 
ed Alan Conrad from Leba- 
non Middle School. 

Jennifer Wagner is the student 
assistant in the Office of Strategic 
Communications at Manchester 
University. 


Pence lauds vaccine effort 
during stop at Ind. plant 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Vice President Mike Pence 
said Tuesday that he’s looking 
forward to getting vaccinated 
for COVID-19 and that he ex- 
pects to receive his first dose in 
the next few days. 

During a visit to a Catalent 
Biologics plant in Blooming- 
ton that’s producing a vaccine 
developed by Moderna and the 
National Institutes of Health, 
Pence projected confidence in 
the nascent vaccination effort, 
including in the Moderna vac- 
cine that moved to the cusp of 
government authorization on 
Tuesday. 

“We have come to the begin- 
ning of the end of the corona- 
virus pandemic,’ Pence said, 
a day after six workers at Fort 
Wayne’s Parkview Health 
hospital became the first peo- 
ple in Indiana to receive doses 
of another COVID-19 vaccine 
produced by Pfizer-BioNTech. 

Pence also stressed the need 
for Americans to stay fo- 
cused on limiting the spread 
of the virus before a vaccine 
is in widespread use. Cases 
and hospitalizations are con- 
tinuing to rise in many parts 
of the country, with the U.S. 
COVID-19 death toll topping 
300,000 on Monday. 

“Its been a marathon this 
year. It’s been a marathon of 
heartbreak for many American 
families,” Pence said. 

By week’s end, more than 
50 Indiana hospitals and clin- 
ics were expected to receive a 
total of 55,575 Pfizer vaccine 
doses as part of the largest 
vaccination campaign in U.S. 


history. 
Meanwhile, the Food and 
Drug Administration said 


Tuesday that its preliminary 
analysis confirmed the effec- 
tiveness and safety of the vac- 
cine developed by Moderna. 
A panel of outside experts is 
expected to recommend the 
formula on Thursday, with 
the FDA’s green light coming 
soon thereafter. 

The state Department of 
Health on Tuesday added an- 
other 129 COVID-19 deaths to 
the state’s death toll, pushing 
the overall figure of confirmed 
or presumed coronavirus 
deaths to 6,968 since the start 


of the pandemic. The agency 
also reported another 4,347 
confirmed cases of the disease, 
bringing the pandemic total to 
434,642. 

A coalition of some of In- 
diana’s top hospital systems 
warned that facilities are strug- 
gling to cope with the surge in 
COVID-19 patients — a sober- 
ing reminder that the corona- 
virus is still spreading quickly 
in the state despite the arrival 
of a vaccine this week. 

With COVID-19 patient 
numbers hovering above 
3,000 for nearly a month, In- 
diana hospitals are treating 
more than four times as many 
as they were in September and 
administrators fear they soon 
could get overwhelmed. 

“Local hospitals are fast 
approaching crisis,” the Indi- 
anapolis Coalition for Patient 
Safety, which represents sev- 
eral central Indiana health-sys- 
tem systems, said Monday in a 
statement. 

During an online news con- 
ference Monday, members 
of the hospital coalition said 
they are nearly overwhelmed 
by a record number of coro- 
navirus patients and painted a 
grim picture of what has been 
unfolding in their emergency 
rooms and intensive care units. 
They also pleaded with mem- 
bers of the public to continue 
wearing masks and socially 
distancing and to forgo in-per- 
son holiday gatherings. 

December is typically a busy 
time for hospitals because of 
flu cases, respiratory infec- 
tions and other factors. Hospi- 
tal leaders said that challenge 
has been compounded by the 
coronavirus and by the large 
numbers of staff who are quar- 
antining and unable to work. 

Indiana University Health 
is treating more COVID-19 
patients at its facilities than 
it ever has, said Dr. Michele 
Saysana, the health system’s 
chief quality and safety offi- 
cer. If Hoosiers don’t change 
their behavior to reduce the 
virus’ spread, the situation 
could worsen, as any increase 
in COVID-19 cases seen from 
Thanksgiving gatherings 
bleeds into any surge that fol- 
lows Christmas get-togethers. 
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Lady Squire basketball earns 
first conference win of the season 


Manchester is back 
in action on Thursday 


By BRIDGET NASH 
Wabash Plain Dealer Freelance Reporter 


On Friday, Dec. 11, Manchester High 
School hosted Three Rivers Conference 
opponent the South Whitley Lady Wild- 
cats. The Lady Squires basketball team 
entered with a 4-4 record, coming off of 
a win against Huntington North. South 
Whitley entered with a 2-5 record. 

The game started going back and 
forth for the first few minutes of the 
game. The Lady Squires pushed the 
ball through the Whitko press midway 
through the first quarter, with senior Eva 
Bazzoni scoring back-to-back lay-ups. 
The Squire offense continued pushing 
the ball on offense and grabbed a 13 to 
6 lead with three minutes left in the first 
quarter. The Squires led 15 to 10 going 
into the second quarter. 

The second quarter opened up with 
a three-pointer from Whitko freshman 
Kloe Krieg. The Squires answered back 
with a pass from junior guard Keilan Cre- 
ager to junior forward Makenzy Meyer, 
drawing the foul and sending Meyer to 
the free-throw line. The Squires grabbed 
back-to-back steals, making a field goal 
on the first and Bazzoni being sent to 
the free-throw line after a drive on the 
second. Junior Ainsley West made a 
three-pointer from the wing, pushing the 
Squire lead to 11. Whitko junior guard 
Kylie Fugett made a transition three to 
keep the Wildcats within seven points 
of Manchester. Strong defense from the 
Squires kept them ahead 31-22 at half- 
time. 

The second half started with posses- 
sions from both teams, but Bazzoni 
stopped the Whitko possession early 
with a steal and breakaway layup, scor- 
ing the first points of the second half. 
Both teams remained scoreless until a 
clean transition press-break layup and 
finish by Meyer midway through the 
third quarter, making the score 35-22. 
Senior forward Morgan Parrett added 
a pair of baskets to the scoreboard and 
three offensive rebounds to keep the ball 
in the Squires possession at the end of 
the quarter. Manchester led the Wildcats 
40-27 going into the fourth quarter. 

The fourth quarter was full of back- 
and-forth play. A three-pointer from 
senior Emma Garriott sent the Lady 
Squires ahead of the Lady Wildcats 50- 
32. The final score of the game was 63- 
39, giving the Lady Squires their first 
conference win of the season. The Lady 
Squires have big goals for the season, 
two goals which include a conference 
championship and a sectional champi- 
onship. 

“We have to play team ball. If we keep 
playing like this and limiting our turn- 
overs, finishing the easy shots, and mak- 
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Senior Beletu Stout, No. 23, drives to the basket in the second quarter. 


Junior Keilan Creager, No. 14, shoots a three-pointer over a Whitko defender. Crea- 
ger ended the game with nine points. 


ing sure we’re looking for good shots 
then we’ll be there,” said Meyer. 

“We are really evolving the way we 
play. Our depth has grown as the season 
has went on and we have a great balance 
of skill both inside and outside,” added 
head coach Josh Troyer. 

The stat line was spread across the 
team. Meyer led the team with fifteen 
points and seven rebounds. Parrett dom- 


inated the inside game with 9 points 
and 11 rebounds, seven of which were 
offensive boards. Creager, Bazzoni and 
West contributed also nine points each. 
Manchester is back in action on Thurs- 
day against TRC opponent Southwood 
High School. 

Bridget Nash, Wabash Plain Dealer free- 
lance reporter, may be reached by email at 
sports@wabashplaindealer.com. 


Indiana-Purdue, Michigan-Iowa canceled 


er after testing positive for 


By MICHAEL MAROT Athletic directors Scott SMU had to withdraw from 
Associated Press Dolson of Indiana and Mike the game about 25 miles from 
Bobinski of Purdue acknowl- its Dallas campus and its op- 


Two of the seven Big Ten 
Champions Week games were 
canceled Tuesday because of 
COVID-19 outbreaks as an 
uncertain postseason looms 
for college football. 

The annual rivalry game be- 
tween Indiana and Purdue set 
for Friday was canceled for 
the second time in two weeks 
and the third time this season. 
Michigan’s game at No. 18 
Iowa on Saturday also was 
canceled, the third straight 
Wolverines game to be called 
off. 


edged the history and tradi- 
tion of playing for the Old 
Oaken Bucket. 

“Both universities worked 
extremely hard in an effort to 
play,’ they said, “but at this 
time it just isn’t possible.” 

The final month of the sea- 
son, including bowl games, is 
already being affected by the 
pandemic, just as the regular 
season was. Approximately 
125 games since late August 
have been postponed or can- 
celed, including the Frisco 
Bowl scheduled for Saturday. 


ponent, UTSA, is switching 
to the First Responders Bowl 
Dec. 26 against a team to be 
determined. 

In Indiana, the cancellation 
came just as the Boilermakers 
(2-4) appeared ready to re- 
sume football activities after 
pausing them a week ago on 
the same day Indiana took the 
same step. 

It’s unclear whether the 
cancellation will end a bi- 
zarre year which began with 
Purdue coach Jeff Brohm 
missing the season open- 


COVID-19. 

“We’re not looking down 
that road,’ Brohm said Mon- 
day when asked whether 
Purdue might be interested in 
playing in a bowl since there 
is no minimum number of 
wins needed this season. 

The cancellation was a dis- 
appointing blow to the Hoo- 
siers (6-1), who are having 
one of their best seasons in 
decades. 

The Hoosiers haven’t won 
a bowl game since 1991 and 
coach Tom Allen believes 
that would be a good way to 
wrap up a historic season. 


Taylor’s growth could help Colts finish strong 


By MICHAEL MAROT 
Associated Press 


INDIANAPOLIS — Jona- 
than Taylor figured it out. 

When the rookie running 
back got his timing down, 
his confidence and produc- 
tivity soared. Now, Taylor is 
playing like the workhorse 
back the Indianapolis Colts 
need during this season’s 
stretch run. 

All it took was a little time 
to understand the distinc- 
tions between working from 
a shotgun formation instead 
of the more conventional 
pro-style offense he played 
in at Wisconsin, and Taylor 
was off and running. 

“Things are a little quick- 
er in the shotgun with your 
reads,’ Taylor said after 
rushing for a season-high 


150 yards and two scores in 
Sunday’s crucial victory at 
Las Vegas. “Different plays 
require different timing and 
that was one of the biggest 
things I had to learn, realiz- 
ing the different timings you 
had on different things from 
the gun.” 

The Colts (9-4) never 
doubted Taylor would reach 
this point. From the moment 
he arrived at training camp, 
Indy knew it had a gem be- 
hind Marlon Mack. But 
when Mack tore his right 
Achilles tendon in the sea- 
son opener, Taylor inherited 
the starting job. 

Initially, he showed flashes 
of his potential, but as the 
season wore on Taylor’s con- 
sistency and touches waned. 
Three weeks ago, coach 
Frank Reich gave Taylor a 


fresh start. He hasn’t disap- 
pointed. 

The former Badgers star 
delivered with a 22-carry, 
90-yard game against Green 
Bay. Then Taylor had 13 car- 
ries for 91 yards and three 
receptions for 44 yards and 
one TD at Houston. On Sun- 
day, he swung the game with 
TD runs of 62 and 3 yards, 
keeping Indy atop the AFC 
South with Tennessee after 
three straight wins. 

“He’s a blue-collar guy, and 
I think that’s why you con- 
tinue to see him improving,” 
left tackle Anthony Castonzo 
said. “He gets it. You can see 
it. When he really gets it and 
sees those holes, he’s going 
to be a force to be reckoned 
with.” 

Taylor already ranks 
among the franchise’s most 


productive rookie backs. 
Through 13 games, he has 
1,045 yards from scrimmage 
and needs 241 yards rushing 
to become the Colts’ first 
rookie to run for 1,000 since 
Joseph Addai in 2006. 

And after watching the 
ground game struggle for 
most of this season, Taylor 
has the Colts ready to show 
their finishing kick. 

“We just kept saying, 
‘Guys be patient, we’re get- 
ting better, we are doing the 
little things right. We’re not 
reaping all the benefits now, 
but just stick with it,” Reich 
said. 

“We talked a lot about that 
as an offense, that we will 
be ascending at just the right 
time. Jonathan is a big part 
of that with the way he’s see- 
ing it and running it.” 


SCOREBOARD 


HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL 


Indiana Boys Basketball Poll 
CLASS 4A 


W-L Pts Prv 
1. Lawrence North (7) 3-0 248 
2. Carmel (5) 4-0 240 2 
3. Homestead (1) 5-0 190 3 
4. Indianapolis Attucks 6-0 180 4 
5. Lafayette Jeff 6-0 131 6 
6. Indpls Cathedral 4-1 118 5 
7. Westfield 3-0 116 10 
8. Munster 0-0 76 8 
9. S. Bend Adams 3-0 61 NR 
10. Fishers 2-0 45 NR 


Others receiving votes: Brownsburg 37. S. 
Bend Riley 23. Warren Central 20. Blooming- 
ton North 15. Columbus North 15. Zionsville 
10. Michigan City 9. New Albany 7. Plainfield 
7. Indpls Pike 6. Gary West 6. 


CLASS 3A 

W-L Pts Prv 
1. Heritage Hills (10) 4-0 240 2 
2. Ev. Bosse 2-0 204 3 
3. Silver Creek 3-2 177 1 
4. Hammond (3) 2-1 169 8 
5. Greensburg 2-0 166 4 
6. S. Bend St. Joseph’s 2-1 148 5 
7. Mishawaka Marian 3-1 101 9 
8. Danville 0-0 90 7 
9. Delta 3-0 76 10 
10. Sullivan 3-0 60 NR 


Others receiving votes: Indpls Brebeuf 48. 
Leo 31. N. Harrison 20. Beech Grove 16. 
Western 14. 


CLASS 2A 

W-L Pts Prv 
1. Ft. Wayne Blackhawk (13) 4-0 260 1 
2. Linton-Stockton 4-0 218 2 
3. Blackford 3-0 198 3 
4. S. Spencer 6-0 178 5 
5. Shenandoah 3-0 174 4 
6. Indpls Covenant Christian 3-0 103 8 
7. Westview 4-1 101 7 
8. Parke Heritage 4-1 70 NR 


9. Southwestern (Jefferson) 4-0 63 NR 
10. Central Noble 2-1 51 6 
Others receiving votes: Andrean 48. Ev. 
Mater Dei 22. University 20. S. Decatur 18. 
Rossville 15. Northeastern 8. Madison-Grant 
7. Heritage Christian 6. 


CLASS 1A 

W-L Pts Prv 
1. Barr-Reeve (12) 4-0 258 1 
2. Kouts (1) 6-0 234 2 
3. Bloomfield 3-0 168 5 
4. Loogootee 4-1 167 3 
5. Covington 1-1 135 4 
6. Morristown 1-0 133 6 
7. Edinburgh 5-0 99 NR 
8. N. Daviess 3-0 86 10 
9. Lafayette Catholic 2-2 63 7 
10. Gary 21st Century 1-2 61 8 


Others receiving votes: Christian Academy 
58. Greenwood Christian 32. W. Washington 
21. Tindley 13. Ev. Christian 10. Providence 
Cristo Rey 8. Lanesville 8. Covenant Christian 
(DeMotte) 6. 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


AP Men’s Top 25 
The top 25 teams in The Associated Press’ 
college basketball poll, with first-place votes 
in parentheses, records through Dec. 13, to- 
tal points based on 25 points for a first-place 
vote through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and previous ranking 


Record Pts Prv 
1. Gonzaga (54) 3-0 1541 1 
2. Baylor (7) 4-0 1491 2 
3. lowa (1) 6-0 1427 3 
4. Michigan St. 6-0 1307 4 
5. Kansas 6-1 1289 5 
6. Houston 4-0 1169 7 
7. Villanova 5-1 1163 9 
8. West Virginia 6-1 1113 11 
9. Creighton 4-1 1037 8 
10. Tennessee 2-0 94 12 
11. Texas 5-1 873 13 
12. Wisconsin 4-1 846 13 
13. Illinois 4-2 742 6 
14. Texas Tech 6-1 669 17 
15. Florida St. 3-0 619 20 
16. Missouri 5-0 491 - 
17. Virginia 3-1 456 18 
18. San Diego St. 5-0 455 24 
19. Rutgers 40 396 21 
20. Ohio St. 5-0 392 22 
21. Duke 2-2 345 10 
22. North Carolina 4-2 328 16 
23. Louisville 4-0 164 25 
24. Clemson 5-0 156 - 
25. Michigan 6- 142 - 


Others receiving votes: Richmond 140, Sain 
Louis 121, Virginia Tech 115, Xavier 55, 
Oklahoma St. 48, Oregon 31, Indiana 22, 
Florida 18, Arizona St 13, UCLA 9, UConn 7, 
Arizona 5, Syracuse 4, Georgia 4, Arkansas 
4, SMU 1, Minnesota 1. 


AP Women’s Top 25 
The top 25 teams in The Associated Press’ 
women’s college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records through 
Dec. 13, total points based on 25 points for a 
first-place vote through one point for a 25th- 
place vote and previous ranking 


Record Pts Prv 
1. Stanford (26) 4-0 742 1 
2. Louisville (1) - 692 2 
3. UConn (1) - 676 3 
4. NC State (2) - 673 4 
5. South Carolina - 640 5 
6. Arizona - 607 6 
7. Baylor - 544 7 
7. Oregon - 544 8 
9. Kentucky - 507 9 
10. Texas A&M - 470 10 
11. UCLA - 445 11 


12. Arkansas 
13. Mississippi St. 


14. Maryland - 356 14 
15. Indiana - 323 15 
16. Northwestern - 290 17 
17. Ohio St. - 220 18 
18. Syracuse - 211 20 
19. Michigan - 205 19 


20. Missouri St. 192 21 
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21. Oregon St. - 117 15 
22. Texas - 115 23 
23. South Florida - 113 - 
24. DePaul - 78 24 
25. Gonzaga 3-2 69 25 


Others receiving votes: Wake Forest 23, lowa 
St. 15, Michigan St. 15, Virginia Tech 13, 
Georgia 12, North Carolina 5, West Virginia 
5, South Dakota St. 4, Arizona St. 3, Utah 3, 
Villanova 2, Florida St. 2, Boston College 2, 
Rutgers 1, lowa 1. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


AP Top 25 
The Top 25 teams in The Associated Press 
college football poll, with first-place votes in 
parentheses, records through Dec. 12, total 
points based on 25 points for a first-place 
vote through one point for a 25th-place vote, 
and previous ranking: 


Record Pts Prv 
1. Alabama (62) 10-0 1550 1 
2. Notre Dame 10-0 1482 2 
3. Ohio St. 5-0 1405 3 
4. Clemson 9-1 1388 4 
5. Texas A&M 7-1 1286 5 
6. Cincinnati 8-0 1248 7 
7. Indiana 6-1 1140 8 
8. lowa St. 8-2 1059 10 
9. Coastal Carolina 11-0 994 11 
10. Georgia 7-2 968 12 
11. Florida 8-2 940 6 
12. Oklahoma 7-2 902 13 
13. Southern Cal 5-0 774 16 
14. BYU 10-1 724 14 
15. Northwestern 6-1 691 15 
16. North Carolina 8-3 631 20 
17. Louisiana-Lafayette 9-1 566 17 
18. lowa 6-2 502 19 
19. Miami 8-2 454 9 
20. Tulsa 6-1 408 18 
21. Texas 6-3 227 23 
22. Liberty 9-1 184 22 
23. Buffalo 5-0 183 24 
24. NC State 8-3 137 - 
25. San Jose St. 6- 124 - 


Others receiving votes: Oklahoma St. 83, 
Marshall 47, Boise St. 12, UCF 11, Washing- 
ton 9, Army 9, Auburn 8, TCU 3, Appalachian 
Stl: 


Conference Standings 
ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE 
Conference All Games 
WL PF PAW L PF PA 
9 032517110 0377171 
8 1411183 9 1460 183 


Notre Dame 
Clemson 


Miami 7 2309 246 8 2340 260 
NC State 7 3327 313 8 3 342 327 
North Carolina 7 3 424 303 8 3 473 312 
Boston College 5 5 282 291 6 5 306 312 
Pittsburgh 5 5 264 270 6 5319 270 
Virginia Tech 5 5307315 5 6 342 353 
Virginia 4 5 252 281 5 5 307 296 
Wake Forest 3 4 230239 4 4 296 253 
Georgia Tech 3 6218319 3 7 239 368 
Louisville 3 7 290 272 4 7 325 293 
Florida St. 2 6191 300 3 6 232 324 
Duke 1 9220400 2 9273419 
Syracuse 1 9175 322 110196 360 
BIG TEN CONFERENCE 
East 

Conference All Games 

WL PF PAW L PF PA 
Ohio St. 5 0233116 5 0 233116 
Indiana 6 1211136 6 1 211 136 
Maryland 2 3118160 2 3118 160 
Penn St. 3 5212 228 3 5212 228 
Rutgers 3.5219 261 3 5219 261 
Michigan 2 4170207 2 4170 207 
Michigan St. 2 5126 246 2 5 126 246 

West 

Conference All Games 

W L PF PAW L PF PA 
Northwestern 6 1177102 6 1177 102 
lowa 6 2254128 6 2 254 128 
Minnesota 3 3174191 3 3174191 
Wisconsin 23114 77 2 3114 77 
Purdue 2 4163179 2 4163179 
Illinois 2 5140 223 2 5140 223 
Nebraska 2 5157 214 2 5157 214 


MID-AMERICAN CONFERENCE 


East 
Conference All Games 
WL PF PAW L PF PA 
Buffalo 5 0259105 5 0 259 105 
Kent St. 3 1199152 3 1199 152 
Miami (Ohio) 2 1 86 802 1 86 80 
Ohio 21103 50 2 1103 50 
Akron 1 5103 248 1 5 103 248 
Bowling Green 0 5 57 225 0 5 57 225 
West 
Conference All Games 
WL PF PAW L PF PA 
Ball St. 5 1202165 5 1 202 165 
Toledo 4 2210146 4 2210146 
W. Michigan 4 2250205 4 2250 205 
Cent. Michigan3 3 188 181 3 3188 181 
E. Michigan 2 4199216 2 4199 216 
N. Illinois 0 6 149 232 0 6 149 232 
AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 
W L T Pct PF PA 
Buffalo 10 3 0 .769 359 321 
Miami 8 5 0 615 330 245 
NewEngland 6 7 O .462 277 279 
N.Y. Jets 013 0 .000 183 393 
South 
W L T Pct PF PA 
Indianapolis 9 4 0 .692 372 300 
Tennessee 9 4 0 692 390 336 
Houston 4 9 0 .308 295 359 
Jacksonville 112 0 .077 261 383 
North 
W L T Pct PF PA 
x-Pittsburgh 11 2 0 .846 349 237 
Cleveland 9 4 0 692 348 368 
Baltimore 8 5 0 615 363 273 
Cincinnati 210 1 192 244 338 
West 
W L T Pct PF PA 
yx-Kansas City12 1 0 .923 403 281 
Las Vegas 7 6 0 .538 350 391 
Denver 5 8 0 .385 257 347 
LA.Chargers 4 9 0 .308 297 362 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
East 
W L T Pct PF PA 
Washington 6 7 O .462 287 275 
N.Y. Giants 5 8 0 .385 238 291 
Phila. 4 8 1 346 277 328 
Dallas 4 9 0 .308 298 400 
South 
W L T Pct PF PA 
x-New Orleansi0 3 0 .769 368 265 
Tampa Bay 8 5 0 .615 370 294 
Atlanta 4 9 0 .308 328 322 
Carolina 4 9 0 .308 307 332 
North 
W L T Pct PF PA 
yx-Green Bay 10 3 0 .769 410 323 
Chicago 6 7 0 462 282 291 
Minnesota 6 7 0 .462 333 355 
Detroit 5 8 0 .385 310 389 
West 
W LT Pct PF PA 
L.A. Rams 9 4 0 692 325 246 
Seattle 9 4 0 .692 393 324 
Arizona 7 6 0 538 358 303 
San Francisco 5 8 0 .385 300 311 


t 
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x-clinched playoff sp 
y-clinched division 
Thursday’s Game 
L.A. Rams 24, New England 3 
Sunday’s Games 
Arizona 26, N.Y. Giants 7 
Chicago 36, Houston 7 
Dallas 30, Cincinnati 7 
Denver 32, Carolina 27 
Kansas City 33, Miami 27 
Tampa Bay 26, Minnesota 14 
Tennessee 31, Jacksonville 10 
Indianapolis 44, Las Vegas 27 
Seattle 40, N.Y. Jets 3 
Green Bay 31, Detroit 24 
L.A. Chargers 20, Atlanta 17 
Phila. 24, New Orleans 21 
Washington 23, San Francisco 15 
Buffalo 26, Pittsburgh 15 
Monday’s Game 
Baltimore 47, Cleveland 42 
Thursday, Dec. 17 
L.A. Chargers at Las Vegas, 8:20 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 19 
Buffalo at Denver, 4:30 p.m. 
Carolina at Green Bay, 8:15 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 20 
Chicago at Minnesota, 1 p.m. 
Detroit at Tennessee, 1 p.m. 
Houston at Indianapolis, 1 p.m. 
Jacksonville at Baltimore, 1 p.m. 
New England at Miami, 1 p.m. 
San Francisco at Dallas, 1 p.m. 
Seattle at Washington, 1 p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Atlanta, 1 p.m. 
N.Y. Jets at L.A. Rams, 4:05 p.m. 
Phila. at Arizona, 4:05 p.m. 
Kansas City at New Orleans, 4:25 p.m. 
Cleveland at N.Y. Giants, 8:20 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 21 
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati, 8:15 p.m. 


TRANSACTIONS 


FOOTBALL 

National Football League 
BUFFALO BILLS — Signed CB Lafayette Pitts 
to the practice squad. 
CLEVELAND BROWNS — Promoted WR 
Ja’Marcus Bradley to the active roster. 
HOUSTON TEXANS — Released K Brett Ma- 
her from the practice squad. 
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Signed LB Chris 
Covington to the practice squad. 
LOS ANGELES RAMS — Placed TE Kend- 
all Blanton on the practice squad reserve/ 
COVID-19 list. 
MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Activated TE Hale 
Hentges from exempt list. Waived WR Tajae 
Sharpe. Signed RB Khalfani Muhammad to 
the practice squad. 
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Signed OL Ross 
Pors naonar from Washington’s practice 
squad. 
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Waived DL Alex 
Barret and CB Briean Boddy-Calhoun. 


BASEBALL 
Major League Baseball 

American League 
BOSTON RED SOX — Agreed to terms on a 
one-year contract with OF Hunter Renfroe. 
KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Agreed to terms on 
a one-year contract with RHP Greg Holland. 
TEXAS RANGERS — Signed RHP’s Jharel 
Cotton and Edubray Ramos and OF Jason 
Martin to minor league contracts. 

National League 
PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Named Tony Leo 
assistant athletic trainer at the major league 
level. 

Minor League Baseball 

Frontied League 
EVNASVILLE OTTERS — Signed LHP Justin 
Lewis. 
NEW JERSEY JACKALS — Traded RHP’s 
Tommy Burns and Tyler Suellentrop to Sus- 
sex County Miners for C Austin Biggar. 


A6 Wednesday, December 16, 2020 


Living with 
ex-husband 
goes from 
bad to worse 


DEAR ABBY: Although I have 
been divorced from my ex for 
eight years, we still live to- 
gether. There is not — nor will 
there ever be — more than a 
platonic relationship between 
us, and I have made that abun- 

dantly clear to 


mn... him. 
Dear It — wasnt 
Abby always a bad 


situation, but 
now it’s worse 
than I could 
have ever 
imagined it 
would be. He 
drinks heavi- 
ly on a daily 
basis and becomes verbally 
abusive. He has a woman over 
a lot, and I can’t sleep when 
she’s here. 

She’s a drunk, too, and she 
also abuses her prescription 
medications. At least half the 
time when she’s here, I have 
to lift her passed-out body off 
the floor and drag her off to 
his bedroom. She steals mon- 
ey, cigarettes, food and booze 
all the time. 

He dismisses me when I 
bring up her behavior. He tells 
me to shut up or get out. I pay 
for everything except the rent 
and homeowner’s insurance. 
Cable, electric, oil, propane 
and groceries are my respon- 
sibility. I also do all the inside 
and outside chores. I earn less 
than he does, but I pay more 
than he does. 

He tells me what to eat 
and who I can talk to. I can’t 
have company. Yet he wants 
to know why I’m not dating. 
I can’t save any money so I 
can get out. Pm stuck, and 
he knows it. What do I do? — 
Horrible Situation In Maine 

DEAR HORRIBLE SITUATION: 
You owe this man nothing. 
You are being treated like a 
serf, and it has been going on 
far too long. If you have fami- 
ly or friends you can stay with 
until you save enough for a 
place of your own, start ask- 
ing now. That should enable 
you to save more money be- 
cause you won’t be paying for 
cable, electricity, propane, etc. 
for your ex. 

PS. When the girlfriend 
passes out, do not lift or 
drag her anywhere. That is 
your ex’s privilege and not 
your responsibility. With the 
load you’re already carrying, 
the last thing you need is a 
strained back. 

DEAR ABBY: I am at high risk 
for COVID. My oldest son 
and his family live an hour 
and a half away. They have 
two children at home. Their 
daughter is also at high risk. 

During this pandemic, they 
have continually posted pho- 
tos of themselves and the kids 
maskless with friends, hug- 
ging each other and acting as 
if life is normal. My daugh- 
ter-in-law has told me she’s 
“scared” and does the “wear 
a mask” thing and shares rou- 
tine online posts, etc., yet she 
continues having people over. 

In normal circumstances, 
it’s difficult for me to visit. I 
want to visit them, but every 
time I consider it, I see them 
on social media with some- 
one else, sans mask and no 
social distancing. I’m sure 
they would say their friends 
are all healthy, but none 
of us can know for certain 
who their friends have been 
around. It’s like dominoes, 
and it’s scary. 

I don’t know how to explain 
this to them because I know 
they will feel I’m being ridic- 
ulous. Also, my DIL is super 
sensitive and would be hurt 
and insulted. I love them. I 
don’t want to alienate them. 
I’m ready to just take my 
chances, although my other 
daughter is against it. What 
should I do? — Cautious In 
New York 

DEAR CAUTIOUS: Many 
people have grown compla- 
cent about mask wearing and 
social distancing. That’s un- 
fortunate because, as I write 
this, “mask fatigue” has led to 
an increase in the number of 
people testing positive for the 
virus. Your concerns are val- 
id, and I hope you will stick 
to your guns. As a member 
of a high-risk group, your life 
could depend on it. 

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van 
Buren, also known as Jeanne Phil- 
lips, and was founded by her mother, 
Pauline Phillips. Contact Dear Abby 
at www.DearAbby.com or PO. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069. 
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SUDOKU 


CROSSWORD 
ACROSS =_ 41 Shake up 
1Raw-fish  42Comic- 
delicacy book 
6 Made bales heroes 
11 Wheel or (hyph.) 
boitle 46 Wharf 
12 Japanese 48 Student’s 
theater Paper 
13 Traffic 49 Live in 
no-no’s 52 eee 
(hyph.) ry rocks 
14Corridors 53 White 
15Becomes water 
fatigued 94Flair 
16 Pita 55 Pipe 
sandwich unclogger 
17“Orinoco 56Hero’s 
Flow” horse 
singer 
18 Not hers DOWN 
19 Zest 1 Wedding- 
23 Ukraine dress 
capital fabric 
25Cordon— 2 Loan- 
26 Narcissus’ sharking 
flaw 3 Unbroken 
29 Family string 
member 4 Farm 
32 Period flappers 
33 Hit heavy 5 1040 agcy. 
seas 6 Bristle 
34 Fad 7 Soak up 
35 Musical 8 “The King 
scale note and I” 
36 Sprints name 
38 Become 9 Make ends 
conscious meet 
40 “What — 10 Put down, 
can | say?” slangily 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


11 Charmingly 31 Cartoon 


attractive 
12 Boyle and 
Kyser 
16 Freebie 
18 Whodunit 
suspect 
20 Seine aits 
21 Despot 
who 
fiddled 
22 Like some 
controls 
24 Business 
abbr. 
26 Bronte 
governess 
27 France, 
long ago 
28 Pays for 
30 Movie 
mogul 


mice — 
and Meek 

37 Evening- 
gown 
glitter 

39 Breathe 
out 

41 Toronto 
Blue — 

43 Free-for-all 

44 Correct a 
text 

45 Fit 
together 

47 Victorian 
coiffure 

48 The one 
over there 

49 Law (abbr.) 

50 Auto 

51 Audit ace 

52 Ave. 
crossers 
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DIFFICULTY RATING: kixi 


Saturday’s 


How to play: Complete 
the grid so that every 
row, column and 3x3 
box contains every 
digit from 1 to 9. 


VUNTBINE 


Unscramble these Jumbles, 


one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


Print your 


answer here: 


©2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


LAAL A 
AZA AKA D S S ZAI AKA 


(Answers tomorrow) 


Jumbles: PLUCK 


Answer: 


Get the free JUST JUMBLE app « Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 


© 2020 Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 


By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 


Sounds like 
the bulls want 
to be fed. 


| think it’s the cows 
that are talking. 
They’re all hungry, 
though. 


THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE 
SOUNDS MADE BY THE COWS 
AND THE BULLS WAS A --- 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


DIMLY 


IODINE 
After “Time” magazine debuted in 1923, new 


issues were printed — PERIODICALLY 


FLAVOR 


THE FAMILY CIRCUS 


12-1 
©2020 Bil Keane, inc. 


Dist. by King Features Synd. 
www.familycircus.com 


By Bil Keane 


Jere 

A (Ane 

“Looks like Joan and Bud... or Jean 
and Burl... or it that Jim and Bill?” 


BEETLE BAILEY 


I’M THINKING 
OF RUNNING 
FOR OFFICE 
SOMEDAY 


SURPRISE! HERE'S YOUR 
T CHRISTMAS BONUS! 


WHAT IS GOING 
ON IN THERE? 


JohnHartStudios.com 


WIZARD OF ID 


YOU KNOW WHAT, SIRE? 
YOU ONLY LIVE ONCE... 
LET'S HIT THAT THING/ 


Wizardofld.com 


DILBERT 


TODAY IS YOUR 
LAST DAY WITH THE 
COMPANY, TED. SO I 
NEED YOUR COMPANY 

LAPTOP BACK. 


GARFIELD 


Dear Santa, 
| would like a personal 
chef for Christmas. 


TIC TIC TIC 


FASCINATING. 
WHAT 
OFFICE? 


LA CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT 
| THAT Looks LIke You? 


© 2020 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World Rights reserved 
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Wabash Plain Dealer 


SANTA HAS A 
SHAVING 
CREAM BEARD, : 
AN 
yA 7 
T CAN 
E 
(2-16 


YOU SEE HIM? THAT'S 
ME WITHOUT MY SHELL! 


Facebook.com/WizardOfld 


©John Hart Studios Inc. All rights reserved 


Dist. by Creators 


LET'S SAY 
YOURE NOT 
OFFICIALLY 
FIRED UNTIL 
YOU RETURN 
THE LAPTOP. 


OR ELSE 
WHAT? 
YOULL 
FIRE ME 
TWICE? 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 


DILBERT.COM 
12-16-20 2020 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel 


An Italian, who 
can make a killer 
lasagna. 


LY TIC TIC TIC TIC 
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© 2020 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved. 
Distributed by Andraws McMeel Syndication 


LET SENIORS SIT ON 


MY LAP ANP TELL ME 
WHAT THEY WANT. 


WHAT VO THEY 
USUALLY ASK FORP 


YOUR 
DREAMS. 


Dist. by Creators 12-16-20 \ 


TATE YOUR BUSINESS 
PEASANT 


WELL, WE DIO tT To 
SYMBOLIZE THE CRAZY 
TOPSY-TURVY YEAR 


THIS HAS BEEN. 


Drunkenness is a sin and must be treated that way 


From the writings of the 
Rev. Billy Graham 

Q: My new year’s resolution 
months ago was to get off 
alcohol. Then the pandem- 
ic hit and I lost my job and 
was forced to 

Billy 


quarantine in- 
side my small 
i Graham 
My Answer 


apartment 
for months. 
I have to be 
honest, I re- 
newed my 
friendship 
with drink, 
and now I 
am experi- 
encing many 
problems because of alcohol 
abuse. Recently a neigh- 
bor led me to the Lord and 
I have a renewed sense of 
hope. Can Jesus really help 
me? — B.A. 

A: Jesus Christ is not only 
the hope of the world, He 
is the hope of every person 
ever born. Many alcohol- 
ics have been converted to 
Jesus Christ and have been 
completely delivered from 
the terrible craving that they 
have had for many years. 


Those who know something 
about alcoholism tell us that 
the first step toward deliv- 
erance is to have a strong 
desire to change and to ver- 
bally admit that they are an 
alcoholic. In saying this, 
they have stated a tremen- 
dous truth, for you can never 
be saved from your sins until 
you first of all admit, “I am a 
sinner,’ and then have a de- 
sire to give up your life and 
let God take control. Jesus 
said, “I have come that they 
may have life, and that they 
may have it more abundant- 
ly” (John 10:10). 
Drunkenness is a sin, ac- 


cording to the Bible, and 
must be treated that way. 
It can lead to a sickness, 
of course, as it did with 
WWII veteran and Olym- 
pic athlete Louis Zamper- 
ini, whose remarkable life 
was featured in the film 
Unbroken and his testi- 
mony declared on a DVD 
Captured by Grace. Louie 
talked frequently about his 
battle with alcohol and de- 
pression. That is until he 
encountered the life-trans- 
forming power of Jesus 
Christ. He is the transform- 
er of hearts. Never give up. 
God is ever-present. 


DO / 


DP JXHCS TYCS.” - 


CELEBRITY CIPHER 
by Luis Campos 


Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present. 
Each letter in the cipher stands for another. 


“PYA LCH KOHG KAZ HOFON KNOCU DO 
/  LCAEO XZ YHSP EONFOE ZY DCUO 


DYNO GOZONDXHOG ZY CLMXOFO 


MOSOH NOGGP 


Previous Solution: “The most important thing is to try and inspire people so that 
they can be great in whatever they want to do.” — Kobe Bryant 
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Wabash Plain Dealer 


Opinion 


SPEAK UP 


How to contact 
your legislators: 


U.S. Sen. Todd Young, 
R-Ind. 

B33 Russell Senate 
Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
1-202-224-5623 
http://young.senate.gov/ 
contact 


U.S. Sen. Mike Braun, 
R-Ind. 

B85 Russell Senate 
Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
202-224-4814 
http://braun.senate.gov/ 


U.S. Rep. Jackie Walorski, 
R-District 2 

419 Cannon House 

Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 
202-225-3915 


State Sen. Andy Zay, 
R-District 17 

Indiana Senate 

200 W. Washington St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
1-800-382-9467 
Senator.Zay@iga.in.gov 


State Rep. David Wolkins, 
R-District 18 

Indiana House 

200 W. Washington St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
1-800-382-9841 
h18@in.gov 


To email any 
Indiana lawmaker, 
go to this website: 
www.in.gov/cgi-bin/ 
legislative/contact/ 

contact.pl 


LETTERS 
GUIDELINES 


The Wabash Plain Dealer 
encourages your letters to the 
editor forum, which is 
designed to be a forum for 
exchange of ideas between 
readers about issues of com- 
munity importance. 


Please sign your letter. Your 
name will be used with the 
letter that is published in the 
Plain Dealer. Your letter will be 
returned if it is your desire to 
remain anonymous. 


Since we may want to write 
or Call you to verify the letter, 
we ask that you include your 
address and telephone num- 
ber. All our letters to the editor 
are published in the interest 
of fair play, so we trust our 
letter writers will refrain from 
personal attacks on other 
persons or groups. 


A letter should be less than 
two pages long, preferably of 
double-spaced typing. 


In order to give everyone an 
Opportunity to participate in 
this exchange of ideas, please 
try to limit your letters to one 
per month per household. 


To submit a letter, please 
write the Wabash Plain Dealer 
at 99 W. Canal St., Wabash, IN 
46992. 


Letters also may be 
hand-delivered to the news- 
paper office, 99 W. Canal St. 
The office is open 9-11:30 
a.m. and 1-4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. If you should 
deliver a letter during 
non-business hours, a drop 
slot is located to the left of the 
front door. Letters may be 
faxed to 260-563-0816, or 
email them to news@ 
wabashplaindealer.com with 
“Letters to the Editor” in the 
subject line. 


DAIL 
SCRIPTURE 


Do not neglect to do good 
and to share what you have, 
for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God. 

Hebrews 13:16 


Trump’s court won't join his coup 


Po Trump and his 
enablers have left many of 
our governing principles for 
dead over the past four years, 
but they saved the worst for 
last. 

The president’s decisive 
electoral defeat a month ago 
ushered in a direct assault on 
the constitutionally ordained 
means by which the people 
have given power to him 
and every other occupant of 
the office and, in the case of 
Trump and his fellow one- 
termers, taken it away. Worse, 
a substantial share of our top 
democratically elected offi- 
cials have tacitly or actively 
supported this anti-democratic 
project even as the courts have 
unanimously found it merit- 
less — up to and including the 
nation’s highest court, which 
rejected Trump’s efforts out of 
hand for the second time in a 
week Friday. 

The barest facet of Trump’s 
attempted coup has been his 
brazen but largely unsuccess- 
ful bullying of Republican 
state officials. The president 
has personally lobbied Geor- 
gia’s governor, Pennsylvania’s 
legislators, election officials 
in Wayne County, Michigan, 
and others to overstep their au- 
thority and overturn the results 
of free and fair elections in 
battleground states he lost. 

The president’s myriad legal 
challenges to the results in 
half a dozen such states, by 


contrast, had at least a veneer 
of legitimacy. Election results 
can and have been appro- 
priately challenged in court, 
after all. But the complaints’ 
quantity and quality — the for- 
mer overflowing and the latter 
vanishing — have stretched the 
bounds of reasonable challeng- 
es to the electoral process, as 
evidenced by their unanimous 
and vehement rejection by 
judges from an array of juris- 
dictions and backgrounds. The 
president’s team has lost over 
35 cases in an array of state 
and federal courts, suffering 
legal defeats in the supreme 
courts of Arizona, Michigan, 
Nevada, Pennsylvania, Wis- 
consin and the United States. 

Now, on the eve of an Elec- 
toral College vote that will 
put Joe Biden’s victory even 
further beyond challenge, the 
U.S. Supreme Court has de- 
clined to consider a complaint 
that distilled the deficiencies of 
Trump’s broader claims. 

Texas Attorney General Ken 
Paxton, who has been indict- 
ed on state securities fraud 
charges and is reportedly 
under federal investigation, 
filed the lawsuit directly 
with the high court based on 
its original jurisdiction over 
disputes between states. Based 
on warmed-over and debunked 
claims of widespread voter 
fraud, Paxton’s complaint 
asked the court to invalidate 
the electoral votes of four oth- 


er states — Georgia, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin 

— and hand the election to 
Trump. As Georgia’s Repub- 
lican attorney general, Chris 
Carr, wrote in response, “Texas 
... asks this Court to transfer 
Georgia’s electoral powers to 
the federal judiciary.” 

Given questions about Texas’ 
lack of standing to file such a 
suit and the appropriateness 
of doing so directly to the 
high court, the justices didn’t 
have to address the nonex- 
istent merits of the case or 
the absurd remedy it sought, 
finding simply that the state 
had “not demonstrated a 
judicially cognizable interest 
in the manner in which another 
State conducts its elections.” 
That echoed the court’s terse 
rejection Tuesday of a separate 
case brought by Pennsylvania 
Republicans. 

Sadly, the legal, ethical and 
constitutional bankruptcy of 
the case did not prevent it from 
being backed by a majority of 
House Republicans, including 
House Minority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy of Bakersfield, 
along with 18 states — 20 if one 
counts the fake states of “New 
California” and “New Neva- 
da,” in whose name another 
amicus brief was filed. Trump 
and company’s losing legal 
and political fight is nearly 
over; the consequences remain. 

The editorial was first published in 
the San Francisco Chronicle. 
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SANTA ,YOU QUTRANK THE 
SUPREME COURT, RIGHT ? 


How to stop worrying about national politics 


llow me to share a men- 

tal exercise I use to think 
through the relative concern we 
should place on different levels 
of government. Along the way, 
this helps me relax more about 
our current state of politics and 
focus on what it important. 

This begins with a conceptual 
exercise. Choose 
the dozen best- 
known mayors in 
your state. Now 
list their five 
most important 
policy achieve- 
ments while in 
office. These 
will inevitably 
be about how 
they’ve handled 
roads, crime, zoning rules, a 
bad snow storm or flood, the 
quality of parks, or government 
transparency. For some, there 
might be a funding crisis, for 
others it would be their relation- 
ship with the local schools, other 
regional governments or large 
employers. There’s a lot more to 
being a mayor, but you get my 
gist — there are many different 
challenges to municipal leader- 
ship, but most involve practical 
matters. 

Now, suppose you submitted 
an anonymous list of these 
actions to a group of distin- 
guished political scientists. I 
feel certain they could not guess 
whether these mayors were Re- 
publicans or Democrats. Local 
government requires pragmatic 
competence, not ideological 
showmanship. 

The next step in the mental 
exercise is to choose the best- 
known dozen state legislators. 
List the policies they have sup- 
ported. I am sure that hypothet- 
ical group of political scientists 
and I would bet that at least half 
could be identified by party. 

Now, do the same thing for 
the dozen best-known members 
of Congress or Senators in the 
country. Listing their policy 
ideas will make clear to anyone 
which party they belong to. 
There is no need to consult the 
political science professors. 

There are some lessons and 
some limitations to this mental 
exercise. First, the limitation. 

I started with mayors, who are 


Michael 
Hicks 


part of the executive branch, and 
then turned to legislators. Clear- 
ly, the roles are different, but I 
don’t think most Americans can 
name a single city council mem- 
ber. That is not a bad thing. City 
council members mostly focus 
on the same pragmatic solutions 
to the same real problems that 
trouble mayors (e.g. potholes, 
armed robbery, congestion). 
Attending to this work doesn’t 
make you famous, but it sure 
can make your city better. 

The important lesson is that 
the farther a politician gets away 
from solving real problems, the 
more ideological they become 
and so more obviously a mem- 
ber of a political party. Being 
part of a political party or being 
ideological can be a good thing, 
or at least that is how the world’s 
most successful nation has run 
its affairs for 244 years. But, 
it might also be too much of a 
good thing when immediate, 
non-partisan problems arise. 

Focusing attention on the 
ideological debate between 
national party leaders can be 
entertaining, and some people 
are well-suited to that stage. But, 
if you care about policies that 
affect the value of your home 
or the likelihood that your kids 
will get a quality education, you 
should be concentrating more 
attention locally. Even a deep 
interest in larger issues, like 
economic inequality or racial 
justice, should cause you to turn 
your focus towards local insti- 
tutions of government and civic 
life. Here are some examples. 

The federal government has 
almost no meaningful role in 
public schools. Moreover, fund- 
ing and regulatory differences 
between presidential adminis- 
trations are highly exaggerated. 
Lots of folks complain about 
Betsy DeVos, or the Obama 
school lunch mandates, or 
Bush’s No Child Left Behind. 
But, for almost two decades 
across three very different 
presidencies, the actual changes 
to federal rules for schools are 
virtually meaningless. 

In contrast, the actions your lo- 
cal school board takes has huge 
influence on the local economy 
and the quality of education. 
High-quality schools attract 


new families and boost home 
prices by as much as 30 percent. 
Low-quality public schools lose 
students and depress home val- 
ues. Now, I know that education 
officials argue incessantly about 
what constitutes a good school, 
but families seem not to have 
much trouble in deciding. 

If you want to affect education 
and school performance, the 
place to start is at school board 
meetings. If you are satisfied 
with their work, then maybe 
you can move on to the state 
legislature. Nothing that happens 
in Congress will ever make as 
much difference in your local 
school as would a strong school 
board, effective PTO and a small 
group of interested, supporting 
parents. 

The school example is just the 
start. If you care about parks, 
then it is the local ones you can 
most readily influence. Most of 
the differences in road quality 
comes down to how well your 
municipal or county government 
operates, not the nuance of a 
federal highway bill. 

If you are worried about better 
policing, that is not a national 
issue. The U.S. government 
doesn’t enforce state or local 
laws. It doesn’t even really have 
a police force. There aren’t 
enough FBI special agents to 
assign one to every American 
police department. Again, the 
quickest way to have a voice on 
these issues is simply to attend 
city council meetings. 

None of this is an argument 
against a bit of self-educa- 
tion about our federal or state 
governments, or against partisan 
politics. These are all important 
parts of our glorious Republic. 
Rather, I just want to empha- 
size that the easiest, quickest 
and most meaningful path to 
improving policies that affect 
our lives and livelihoods start 
with our neighbors who serve in 
our local government. What you 
are most likely to find there will 
be a refreshing vacation from 
national party politics. 

Michael J. Hicks, PhD, is the director 
of the Center for Business and Eco- 
nomic Research and the George and 
Frances Ball distinguished professor 
of economics in the Miller College of 
Business at Ball State University. 
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Chanukah, 
Christmas, 
Western civilization 


By RICHARD MOSS 


hanukah, the festival of lights, is a Jewish 

holiday that commemorates the victory 
of the Maccabees (or Hasmoneans) over the 
powerful armies of the Seleucid (Greek) Empire 
under King Antiochus IV. King Antiochus, in 167 
BC, in a show of force, forbade important Jewish 
observances such as keeping the Sabbath and 
circumcision and dedicated the ancient temple in 
Jerusalem to Zeus. 

In the town of Modi’in, Antiochus’ soldiers 
forced a village elder named Matityahu to sacri- 
fice a pig before a pagan altar. Matityahu refused. 
When another Jew complied, he killed him and 
another Greek official. This sparked a three-year 
rebellion against the Greeks and their Jewish 
allies, some of whom accepted Greek or Hellenic 
culture. Matityahu and his sons, the Maccabees, 
fought to maintain the ancient ways of the cov- 
enant. At first, the Maccabees and their motley 
fighters employed guerilla tactics but eventually 
formed regular forces and routed the Greeks. In 
164 BC, the Maccabees entered Jerusalem and 
rededicated the temple, removing pagan influenc- 
es, thus the name “Chanukah” or rededication. 

It was a most unlikely victory. But because of 
it Judaism survived. Without this victory, history 
would have been profoundly altered. In the 
absence of Judaism, Christianity, which followed 
more than a century later, would never have 
emerged. 

Chanukah is a victory of religious liberty, of 
the weak over the strong, of righteousness over 
tyranny, of light over darkness, a miracle. But 
there was another miracle. Jewish tradition holds 
that when it was time to light the Menorah in 
the Temple, there was only enough pure oil for 
a single day, but it lasted eight days after which 
it was replenished. And the men that had been 
soldiers and were now priests and scribes knew 
that their victory over the mighty Greek army 
was not just by force of arms but through divine 
providence, that God walked among the defend- 
ers of Judaism. 

After the Greeks fell away, there was a brief 
interlude of Jewish independence in Israel but 
then the Romans conquered the Holy Land in 
63 BC (Pompey). Life under Roman rule was dif- 
ficult and there was another rebellion in 70 AD. 
General Vespasian destroyed the Jewish kingdom 
and King David’s ancient capitol fell for a second 
time. Many Jews died or were enslaved. There 
rose again a savior in 135 AD, Bar Kochba, but 
in the end his rebellion too crumbled before 
Rome’s might (Emperor Hadrian). Jerusalem and 
the Temple were ploughed under with salt and 
hundreds of thousands of Jews were slaughtered. 
Jerusalem was resettled. Rome renamed Israel, 
Palestina, reaching back to Israel’s ancient foes 
the Philistines to conceal its Jewish past. The ex- 
iles went forth as slaves and rootless wanderers. 
And the long night began. 

But the Chanukah flame continued to burn in 
the hearts of the Jewish people who dreamed of 
returning to Israel and Jerusalem. For 2,000 years 
it burned in villages and cities across the seas and 
the continents. And the exiles returned to reclaim 
their patrimony. In 1948, out of the ashes of the 
Holocaust, the modern state of Israel was born, 
its fledgling forces defeating the five Arab armies 
that attacked it at the moment of its birth with the 
intent of annihilation — another miracle. And so 
the Chanukah lights continued to burn in Israel, 
sometimes flickering but still illuminating, nearly 
70 years later. 

With Christmas upon us, there is also a light 
that burns for Christians, under assault in the 
West by the secular left and around the globe 
especially within the Muslim world. It is symbol- 
ic that in the darkest time of the year, Christian 
teaching tells that the logos or the word was made 
flesh in the form of a newborn baby, the baby 
Jesus, a Jew, under a star, a light for the world to 
drive away the darkness and bring redemption 
and hope. 

That Chanukah and Christmas are closely 
linked in the calendar is fitting for the message 
they each bring. The two faiths, Judaism and 
Christianity, taken together as the Judeo-Chris- 
tian tradition, is the foundation of Western and 
American civilization. Western nations are the 
greatest in the world because they are informed 
by Judeo-Christian principles. It is in the West 
where human rights, liberty, the rule of law, 
democracy, music and the arts, science and tech- 
nology have flourished and where slavery was 
ended. These are the nations that inhabitants from 
the rest of the world seek to live. It is in Western 
nations where citizens are most free and enjoy the 
greatest prosperity. It is not an accident. 

We must dedicate ourselves to preserving 
America, the West and Western civilization, by 
preserving its Judeo-Christian tradition. The 
light of Chanukah and Christmas must continue 
to burn, and illumine the night, pushing away 
the darkness that is always present, the norm for 
most of history. They should guide us and our 
nation and the West for all time. It distinguishes 
us from the rest: our values, our devotion to truth, 
knowledge, goodness, beauty, and reason, the 
belief in the sanctity of the individual made in 
the image of God, while rejecting the moral and 
cultural relativism of the post-modern left and the 
totalitarian threat of unreformed Islam. We must 
rededicate ourselves in our current battle as the 
Maccabees did against the Greeks and as Israel 
did against the Arab armies that sought its de- 
struction in 1948 and has done ever since against 
its many enemies. 

The spirit of Chanukah and Christmas should 
inspire us. Happy Chanukah and Merry Christ- 
mas to all. 

Richard Moss, M.D., a surgeon practicing in Jasper, Indi- 
ana, was a candidate for Congress in 2016 and 2018. He 
has written “A Surgeon’s Odyssey” and “Matilda's Triumph,” 
available on amazon.com. Contact him at richardmossmd. 
com or Richard Moss, M.D. on Facebook, Twitter and Ins- 
tagram. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Special Notice 


FOR SALE - 
MERCHANDISE, 
SERVICES & 
MISCELLANEOUS 


AT&T TV - 
The Best of Live & 
On-Demand 
On All Your 
Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, 
$64.99/mo 
plus taxes for 
12months. 
Premium Channels 
at No Charge 
for One Year! 
Anytime, anywhere. 
Some restrictions 
apply. W/ 24-mo. 
agmt TV price 
higher in 2nd year. 
Regional Sports 
Fee up to $8.49/mo. 
is extra & applies. 
Call IVS 
1-844-412-9997 


DISH Network. 
$59.99 for 
190 Channels! 
Blazing Fast 
Internet, 
$19.99/mo. 
(where available.) 
Switch & Geta 
FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 
1-855-551-9764 


DIRECTV - 
Every live 
football game, 
every Sunday 
- anywhere - 
on your favorite 
device. 
Restrictions apply. 
Call IVS - 
1-888-885-8931 


Earthlink 
High Speed Internet. 
As Low As 
$14.95/month 
(for the first 
3 months.) 
Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic 
Technology. 
Stream Videos, 
Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-977-7069 


Special Notice 


Save More 


with 
Generac 


MSN 


REQUEST A FREE, 
NO OBLIGATION 


Special Notice 


FOR SALE - 
MERCHANDISE, 
SERVICES & 
MISCELLANEOUS 


High-Speed 
Internet. 

We instantly 
compare speed, 
pricing, availability 
to find the best 
service for your 
needs. Starting at 
$39.99/month! 
Quickly compare 
offers from top 
providers. Call 
1-844-961-0666 


Enjoy 100% 
guaranteed, 
delivered-to-the-door 
Omaha Steaks! 
Get 4 FREE Burgers 
and 4 FREE Chicken 
Breasts. Order the 
Omaha Steaks 
Classic 4?? ONLY 
$129.99. 

Call 
1-844-873-3738 
mention code 
66762RUX or visit 
www.omahasteaks. 
com/dinner599 


Smart Home 
Installations? 
Geeks on Site 
will install your 
WIFI, Doorbells, 
Cameras, Home 
Theater Systems 
& Gaming 
Consoles. 
$20 OFF 
coupon 42537! 
(Restrictions apply) 
855-668-0067 


Thinking about 
installing a 
new shower? 
American 
Standard 
makes it easy. 
FREE design 
consultation. 
Enjoy your 
shower again! 
Call 
1-855-475-0534 
today to see how 
you can save 
$1,000 on 
installation, 
or visit 
www.newshowerdeal. 
com/hoosier 


Special Notice 
HEALTH/MEDICAL 


LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 
from AceWellness. 

We guarantee 
highest quality, 
most competitive 
pricing on CBD 
products. Softgels, 
Oils, Skincare, Vape 
& more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105 


Attention: Oxygen 
Users! Gain free- 
dom with a Port- 
able Oxygen Con- 

centrator! No more 

heavy tanks and re- 
fills! Guaranteed 

Lowest Prices! Call 
the Oxygen Con- 
centrator Store: 

866-770-6849 


Lost 


Wabash 
Looking for 
Male Jack 
Russell Terrier 
named Freebird 
Please help me 
find my dog. 
Please call 
260-563-2916 


GARAGE/ 
ESTATE SALE 
Garage/Estate Sales 


MARION Rescue 
Resale Shop 
Westwood Sq. 
Wed- Sat 10am-2pm 
WE ARE OPEN! 
Mask Required 

Nice Winter coats! 
Huge Christmas 
Decoration Display, 
Decorated Trees, 
Good Used 
Furniture, Brand 
Name Clothes 
Brand New Dog 
Toys & Treats, 
Books 2/$1, 

Lots of Toys, 
Bicycles, Pictures, 
All proceeds go to 
the Humane Society 


EMPLOYMENT 


White Space Sells 


GENERAC 
—— 


PWREED 


SOLAR + BATTERY STORAGE SYSTEM 


Power your home and save money 
with PWRcell, Generac’s revolutionary 
solar + battery storage system. 


NN 


QUOTE TODAY! 
| (866) 907-1894 


Special Notice 


AMERICAS ORIGINAL BUTCHER 


OMAHA STEAKS 


Embrace the warmth of family and create 


PERFECT HOLIDAY 
moments 


THE BUTCHER’S DELUXE PACKAGE 


4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins 


4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops 
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 Ib. pkg.) 


8 (4 0z.) Omaha Steaks Burgers 


8 (3 0z.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks 
8 (3.8 02.) Individual Scalloped Potatoes 


8 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets 


Steak Seasoning (1 02.) 


$298-67" separately 


INTRODUCTORY PRICE $129.99 


this package today! 


FREE 


VIRTUAL QUOTING 
NOW AVAILABLE! 


FREE PORK CHOPS & 
CHICKEN BREASTS 


Get even more for the 


holidays when you buy 


*Savings shown over aggregated single 


item base price. Limit 2 pkgs. Free gifts 
must ship with #66762 Standard S&H 
will be added. While supplies last. Other 


restrictions may apply. Expires 1/31/21. 
©2020 Omaha Steaks, Inc. 


ORDER NOW! 1.844.873.3738 ask for 66 762RJX 


www.OmahaSteaks.com/dinner599 


Special Notice 


Professional 


FCS is hiring a 
full-time Social 
Worker for the Grant 
County Healthy 
Families Program. 
Bachelor’s degree in 
Social Work or 
related field 
required. Grant 
County resident 
preferred. Schedule 
is flexible. Rate 
ranges from $13-$14 
an hour based on 
experience. 

Send resume to 
Sarah Wright, 
Family Centered 
Services, 1515 N 
Sutton Circle, St. 
Bluffton, IN 46714 or 
swright@fcs-inc.net. 


Medical/Dental 


Physicians office is 
looking for a part- 
time administrative 
assistant to work the 
front desk. 22-25 
hr/wk. Ideal candid- 
ate will have a back- 
ground in the medic- 
al field with a willing- 
ness to help others, 
attention to detail, 
and excellent cus- 
tomer service skills. 
Previous experience 
in the medical office 
setting and know- 
ledge of medical ter- 
minology, medical 
insurance, and pri- 
vacy laws preferred, 
but not required. 
Wages based on 
skills and experi- 
ence. Include refer- 
ences with resume. 
Reply to Box 908 c/o 
Chronicle Tribune 
PO Box 309 Marion, 
IN. 46952 


General Help 


The Markle Police 
Dept. will be taking 
applications for the 
position of Officer 
until the 29th of 
January 2021. Ap- 
plicants must be 21 
yrs old by the time 
they would com- 
plete the Law En- 
forcement academy, 
have a valid drivers 
license with a good 
driving record and 
no criminal history. 
Applications pack- 
ets and additional 
terms of employ- 
ment can be ob- 
tained between 8:30 
am and 4:00 pm, 
Monday thru Friday 
at the Town Clerks 
office located in the 
Town Hall at 197 E 
Morse St Markle, IN. 


or by emailing 
marklepd@ marklein- 
diana.com 

Skilled Trade 


Macy Elevator is 
seeking a full 
timetruck driver/feed 
manufacturing 

individual with a 
class B CDL, "offer 
competitive wages, 
insurance and 401K. 


PETS 


MERCHANDISE 


Auction Sales 


Personal Property 
Online Auction 
Robert Estep, 
Retired GM 

Die Maker 

See photos and 
more info at 
jimmysauction.com 
Register & bid 
your price! 

Auction ends 
12/18 3pm 

Jimmy Wainscott 
AU10300103 
765-661-8269 


Business 


AMERICAN PEST 
PROFESSIONALS ING. 


¢ Inspect 


SAVE AS MUCH AS 
600-1200/ut 


Misc. Items for Sale 


For Sale 

Design's By Lois 
Hand Made 
Decorated Denim 
Vest, Jackets and 
Sweatshirts 

Hours are Friday & 
Saturday 8am - 8pm 
457 W 14th St. 
Peru, IN. 46970 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


Unfurnished 
Apartments 


Marion, IN 

Newly remodeled 

1 bedroom upstairs 
apartment that sits 
by itself and is not 
in an apartment 
complex. 1 bath, 
Washer/Dryer 
hookup, small 
garage, off street 
parking. 

$450/mo+ Deposit 
Includes water. Only 
responsible for 
electric bill. 
Housing approved 
& accepted 
765-668-8446 


Marion 

Nice Clean 

4 Bdrm w/2 
full baths 
$225 wk 

Nice 3 Bdrm 
w/ washer 
dryer hookup 
$225 wk 

Nice Large 

2 Bdrm 
w/Washer 
Dryer hookup 
$210 wk 
Each are all 
utilities pd 
Others 
available soon 
765-251-1135 


MARION 


2 Bdrm 
Condos 


Call for 
Availability 


765-662-3460 


MARION 


Studio 605 W 3rd 
St; $80/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


Studio 613 W 
Spencer Ave; 
$100/wk; basic 
utilities included 


1 BR 616 S Boots 


St; $80/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


Special Notice 


SAY HELLO TO AT&T ty 


GET AT&T TV AND GET A YEAR 
OF HBOMAX INCLUDED. 


Unfurnished 
Apartments 


1 BR 3190 E 100 N; 
$100/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


1BR210S 
Branson St; 
$100/wk; tenant 
pays all utilities 


1BR613 W 
Spencer Ave; 
$125/wk; basic 
utilities included 


1 BR 1606 W 
Jeffras St; $100/wk; 
tenant pays electric 


1 BR 215 E 3rd St; 
$150/wk; basic 
utilities included 


2 BR 605 W 3rd St; 
$140/wk; basic 
utilities included 


2 BR 616 S Boots 
St; $100/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


2 BR 624 S Boots 
St; $130-150/wk; 
basic utilities 
included 


2 BR 509 E 
Bradford St; 
$165-175/wk; 
basic utilities 
included 


2 BR 215 E 3rd St; 
$170/wk; basic 
utilities included 


3 BR 616 S Boots 
St; $125/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


3 BR 311E 
Sherman St; 
$160/wk; tenant 
pays utilities 


JONESBORO 

2 BR 224 E 10th St; 
$120/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


Call us at 
765-662-1499 or 
visit our website 
www.hoosierrental 
group.com for 
more information 


Furnished 
Apartments 


MARION 

Mason Village 

1 bedroom 
furnished apt, cable, 
& utilities included 1 
month free internet. 
Starting at $165 a 
week. No Pets 
765-673-5000 


People 
DO Read 


Small Ads. 
You Did! 


Homes for Rent 


MARION 

Country home 
located at 3258 E 
200 S, Marion 

7 BR, 3 BA 
$1,500/monthly 
tenant pays utilities 


Wabash Plain Dealer 


PEOPLE 
DO READ 


Cars for Sale 


Marion, IN 

1999 Lincoln Town 
Car Cartier, Loaded 
White, 188k 

See it, drive it, you'll 
want to buy it! 
$2,000, Firm. 


SMALL 


ADS! 


HOUSE 
HUNTING? 


Watch 
For Our 
Open House 
Ads In The 
Classifieds! 


General Help 


Smithfield 


hood { food, Kesyonsibl Ny. 


WE'RE MAKING BACON IN PERU! 
2nd/3rd Shift Full Time 


currently remodeling (000)000-0000 
Call Hoosier Rental SOLD! 

Group for more 
information 
765-662-1499 


MARION 


2 BR 2343 W 11th 
St; $450/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR 104 S Race St; 
$500/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR 501 W 1st St; 
$500/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR, 2 BA 1009 N 
Oxford Dr; $700/mo; 
tenant pays all 
utilities 


3 BR 1208 E 30th 
St; $600/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR 1619 E Jeffras 
St; $600/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR, 2 BA 1621 S 
Boot St; $600/mo; 
tenant pays all 
utilities 


Converse 

2 BR 909 E Wabash 
St; $600/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


Call us at 
765-662-1499 or 
visit our website 
www.hoosierrental 
group.com for more 
information 


ATTENTION 
SNOWBIRDS 


55 and Older, 
Gated Community 
Naples, Florida 


Available December 
15th thru April 30th. 


Special Complete 
Season Rate 


(765) 662-3460 


*Get Away from Cold 
and Snow* 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 
TRANSPORTATION 


Direct Hire General Labor 


Starting $15/hr+ shift diff + OT 


apply at: smithfieldfoods.com/careers 
FOE, including disability/vets 


Post offer drug screen and background checks required. 


Smithfield participates in E-Verify. ry 


HBO Max auto-tenews after 12-months at then prevailing rate (currently $14.99/mo.), unless you change or cancel. Reqs you to select offer, 


Call for details! 


lv Support Holdings LLC 


ASK HOW! 


1-844-412-9997 


Special Notice 


Leafs Filter 


GUTTER 


©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. 


PROTECTION 


150r 


ONR I ENTIRE 


Q 


*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Offer valid at estimate only. CSLB# 
1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 
License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822)Z License# WV056912 
License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# HO1067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 
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Dealer STATE OF INDIANA 


COUNTY OF WABASH )SS: 

IN THE WABASH SUPERIOR COURT 
CAUSE NO. 85D01-2011-PL-000789 
MONARCH COMMUNITIES INDIANA, LLC, 
Plaintiff, v. 

THE ESTATE OF MABLE YOST, 

THE ESTATE OF LOIS CHRISTIAN, 

THE ESTATE OF PAUL E. MEYER, 

PHYLLIS J. MEYER, 

The unknown heirs, legatees, devisees, 
grantees, wives, widows, husbands or Wid- 
owers, assignees, or successors, of each and 
any of the above-named persons 

Whose names are unknown; and 

The unknown lineal descendants of each and 
all of the above-named defendants; the grant- 
ors, administrators of the estate, or the leg- 
atees, devisees, trustees and executors of the 
last will and testament of nay of the above- 
named defendants who are dead, and of the 
women once known by any of the names 
above stated and who may have changed their 
names and are now known by some other 
name, the names of whom are unknown to the 
Plaintiff; and All persons, firms and corpora- 
tions who assert or may assert any title, claim 
or Interest or lien upon the property described 
herein, the names of all of whom are unknown 
to Plaintiff. Defendants. 

SUMMONS FOR SERVICE BY PUBLICATION 
NOTICE is hereby given to all parties who 
claim interest whatsoever in the following 
mobile homes: 

(1)1983 Park Avenue. 14'x67\ VIN#N03437K. 
Defendant, Mable Yost-Deceased. Address- 
5866 W. 200 S., Lot #11, Wabash, IN 46992 
(2) 1994 Auburn. 14' x 67'. VIN# 
INFLR76A06749AT. Defendant, Lois 
Christian-Deceased 
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Address-5866 W. 200 S., Lot #33, Wabash, IN 
46992 

(3) 1984 Mansion. 24' x 48'. VIN# MD102782. 
Defendant, Paul E. Meyer- 

Deceased and Phyllis J. Meyer 

Address-5866 W. 200 S, Lot #30, Wabash, IN 
46992 

(hereinafter collectively referred to as the "Mo- 
bile Homes"), that Plaintiff, Monarch Com- 
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munities Indiana, LLC, by Counsel, seeks ex- 
clusive ownership and titles of the Mobile 
Homes. Any person claiming any interest in the 
Mobile Homes must respond within thirty (30) 
days after the last notice of this action has 
been published or appear at a hearing sched- 
uled for February 12, 2021 at 1:00 P.M. ora 
judgment may be entered in favor of Plaintiff, 
Monarch Communities Indiana, LLC, granting it 
exclusive title to the aforesaid Mobile Homes. 
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‘Healing is coming’: U.S. health workers start getting vaccine 


By LAURAN NEERGAARD 
Associated Press 


Health care workers 
around the country rolled 
up their sleeves for the first 
COVID-19 shots Monday 
as hope that an all-out vac- 
cination effort can defeat 
the coronavirus smacked 
up against the heartbreak- 
ing reality of 300,000 U.S. 
deaths. 

“Relieved,’ proclaimed 
critical care nurse Sandra 
Lindsay after becoming one 
of the first to be inoculated at 
Long Island Jewish Medical 
Center in New York. “I feel 
like healing is coming.” 

With a countdown of “3- 
2-1,” workers at Ohio State 
University’s Wexner Medi- 
cal Center gave initial injec- 
tions to applause. 

And in Colorado, Gov. Jar- 
ed Polis personally opened a 
delivery door to the FedEx 
driver and signed for a pack- 
age holding 975 precious 
frozen doses of vaccine 
made by Pfizer Inc. and its 
German partner BioNTech. 

The shots kicked off what 
will become the largest vac- 
cination effort in U.S. his- 
tory, one that could finally 
conquer the outbreak. 


Dr. Valerie Briones-Pry- 
or, who has worked in a 
COVID-19 unit at University 
of Louisville Hospital since 
March and recently lost her 
27th patient to the virus, was 
among the first recipients. 

“I want to get back to see- 
ing my family,” she said. “I 
want families to be able to 
get back to seeing their loved 
ones.” 

Some 145 sites around the 
country, from Rhode Island 
to Alaska, received ship- 
ments, with more deliver- 
ies set for the coming days. 
High-risk health care work- 
ers were first in line. 

“This is 20,000 doses of 
hope,” John Couris, presi- 
dent and chief executive of 
Tampa General Hospital said 
of the first delivery. 

Nursing home residents 
also get priority, and a Vet- 
erans Affairs Medical Cen- 
ter in Bedford, Massachu- 
setts, announced via Twitter 
that its first dose went to a 
96-year-old World War II 
veteran, Margaret Klessens. 
Other nursing homes around 
the U.S. expect inoculations 
in the coming days. 

The campaign began the 
same day the U.S death toll 
from the surging outbreak 


crossed the 300,000 thresh- 
old, according to the count 
kept by Johns Hopkins 
University. The number of 
dead rivals the population 
of St. Louis or Pittsburgh. It 
is more than five times the 
number of Americans killed 
in the Vietnam War. It is 
equal to a 9/11 attack every 
day for more than 100 days. 

“To think, now we can just 
absorb in our country 3,000 
deaths a day as though it 
were just business as usu- 
al. It just represents a moral 
failing,” said Jennifer Nuz- 
zo, a public health research- 
er at Johns Hopkins. 

Health experts know a 
wary public is watching 
the vaccination campaign, 
especially communities of 
color that have been hit hard 
by the pandemic but, be- 
cause of the nation’s legacy 
of racial health disparities 
and research abuses against 
Black people, have doubts 
about the vaccine. 

Getting vaccinated is “a 
privilege,” said Dr. Leonar- 
do Seoane, chief academic 
officer at Ochsner Health in 
suburban New Orleans, af- 
ter getting his dose. Seoane, 
who is Cuban American, 
urged “all of my Hispanic 


brothers and sisters to do it. 
Its OK.” 

The nearly 3 million dos- 
es now being shipped are 
just a down payment on the 
amount needed. More of 
the Pfizer-BioNTech vac- 
cine will arrive each week. 
And later this week, the 
FDA will decide whether 
to greenlight the world’s 
second rigorously studied 
COVID-19 vaccine, made 
by Moderna Inc. 

While the U.S. hopes for 
enough of both vaccines to- 
gether to vaccinate 20 mil- 
lion people by the end of the 
month, and 30 million more 
in January, there won’t be 
enough for the average per- 
son to get a shot until spring. 

For now the hurdle is to 
rapidly get vaccine into the 
arms of millions, not just 
doctors and nurses but oth- 
er at-risk health workers 
such as janitors and food 
handlers — and then deliver 
a second dose three weeks 
later. 

“We’re also in the middle 
of a surge, and it’s the hol- 
idays, and our health care 
workers have been working 
at an extraordinary pace,” 
said Sue Mashni, chief 
pharmacy officer at Mount 


Midwestern states see drop in new virus cases 


By ADAM GELLER 
Associated Press 


After a punishing fall that 
left hospitals struggling, 
some Midwestern states are 
seeing a decline in new coro- 
navirus cases. But the signs 
of improvement are offset by 
the infection’s accelerating 
spread on both coasts. 

States including Iowa, 
Michigan, Minnesota and 
Nebraska have seen de- 
creases in the number of 
people testing positive for 
COVID-19 over the past 
couple of weeks. All, howev- 
er, are still experiencing an 
alarming number of deaths 
and hospitalizations because 
of the earlier surge of cases. 

With winter weather driv- 
ing people indoors, where 
the virus spreads more eas- 
ily, there’s no guarantee the 
improving dynamic can be 
maintained, doctors and 
public health officials say. 

“We have a vaccine roll- 
ing out, but that doesn’t 
change the overall picture,” 
Dr. James Lawler with the 
University of Nebraska 
Medical Center’s Global 
Center for Health Security 
told the Omaha World-Her- 
ald. “Things could still turn 
south pretty easily.” 

But he and others are en- 
couraged by the figures. 
In Iowa, for example, the 


number of new virus cases 
reported daily has declined 
over the past two weeks 
from nearly 1,800 to about 
1,250. In Nebraska, it has 
gone from about 1,800 a day 
to a little under 1,300. 

“I am fingers crossed right 
now,” said Dr. Stacey Mar- 
low, an emergency room 
physician at UnityPoint Al- 
len Hospital in Waterloo, 
Iowa. The COVID patients 
that I am seeing are very, 
very sick. But there are ... 
less of them.” 

Deaths from the virus in 
Iowa have continued to rise 
sharply, to an average of 79 
a day, up from 28 two weeks 
ago. 

The hope, of course, is that 
the drop in infections will 
translate into a decline in 
deaths, but that could take 
a few weeks. Many of those 
now dying of COVID-19 
may have been infected 
weeks ago. 

Nationwide, the death toll 
has topped 300,000, with 
more than 16 million con- 
firmed infections. On av- 
erage, the U.S. is seeing 
about 2,400 deaths and over 
215,000 new cases per day. 
An influential model from 
the University of Washing- 
ton says deaths could total 
502,000 by April 1, even 
with a vaccine. 

Lawler said more Nebras- 


ka residents appear to be 
following warnings to limit 
dining out and wear masks 
in public. It helps that a 
number of Nebraska cities 
recently passed mask man- 
dates, he said. 

But he said it’s important 
for Nebraskans to remain 
vigilant about maintaining 
social distancing as they 
wait for vaccines to be- 
come widely available in the 
spring. 

In a call with governors this 
week, White House corona- 
virus task force member Dr. 
Deborah Birx said the prog- 
ress in Midwestern states is 
being offset by a “deteriorat- 
ing situation” on both coasts. 

Nationwide, the number of 
people in the hospital with 
the virus has hit an all-time 
high of more than 110,000, 
according to the COVID 
Tracking Project. 

In California, for example, 
the supply of beds in inten- 
sive care units is dwindling 
as new cases average more 
than 30,000 a day. 

“We have reached case 
counts that exceed all pre- 
vious records,’ said Van 
Do-Reynoso, Santa Barbara 
County public health di- 
rector. “It is imperative that 
each individual take action 
now and stay home. We are 
reaching a point where we 
can see on the horizon our 


health care system being 
overrun.” 

In New York City, offi- 
cials halted indoor dining at 
restaurants Monday as the 
number of infections contin- 
ued to climb. State and city 
officials have warned that a 
broader shutdown might be 
necessary if things keep get- 
ting worse. 

“We cannot let this virus 
keep growing, especially at a 
moment where we are finally 
getting the vaccine and can 
turn the corner,’ Mayor Bill 
de Blasio said. 

About 370 coronavirus pa- 
tients were in intensive care 
in the city this week, triple 
the number of a month ago, 
but a fraction of the more 
than 3,100 patients who 
filled ICUs in April. 

In New Jersey, a rise in 
new cases from about 4,000 
a day at the end of Novem- 
ber to an average of 4,900 
has raised concerns among 
officials and health provid- 
ers. But the dynamic is very 
different from the crisis of 
last spring. 

“People do still continue 
to die from the disease but 
certainly not in the kinds of 
numbers that we were see- 
ing back then,” said Dr. John 
Bonamo, chief medical and 
quality officer at RWJ Barn- 
abas Health, a large hospital 
operator in the state. 


Talks escalate on virus relief, top lawmakers to meet 


By ANDREW TAYLOR 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Talks 
on a long-delayed COVID-19 
aid package intensified Tues- 
day as House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi summoned other top 
congressional leaders for a 
potentially critical meeting. 

Pelosi, D-Calif., spoke with 
Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin for more than an 
hour, her office tweeted, and 
Mnouchin will join the make- 
or-break meeting of Capitol 
Hill’s “big four’ leaders by 
phone. 

The uptick in activity could 
be a sign that an agreement 
is near, though COVID-19 
relief talks have been notori- 
ously difficult. 

Pelosi hasnt met with 
Senate Republican Leader 
Mitch McConnell in months. 
The Kentucky Republican 
is playing a strong hand in 
the lame-duck session and is 
pressuring Democrats to drop 
a much-sought $160 billion 
aid package for states and lo- 
cal governments struggling to 
balance their budgets because 
of the pandemic. 

Rank-and-file | Democrats 
appear increasingly resigned 
to having to drop, for now, 
the party’s demand for fis- 
cal relief for states and local 
governments whose budgets 
have been thrown out of bal- 
ance by the pandemic. 

Pelosi, D-Calif., pressed in 
talks with Mnuchin on Mon- 
day for help for struggling 
states and localities. But top 
Democratic allies of Presi- 
dent-elect Joe Biden came 
out in support of a $748 bil- 


lion plan offered by a bipar- 
tisan group of lawmakers and 
hinted they won’t insist on a 
pitched battle for state and lo- 
cal aid now. 

“We cannot afford to wait 
any longer to act. This should 
not be Congress’ last COVID 
relief bill, but it is a strong 
compromise that deserves 
support from both Repub- 
licans and Democrats in 
the Senate,” said Sen. Chris 
Coons, D-Del. “We cannot 
leave for the holidays without 
getting relief to those Ameri- 
cans who need it.” 

The message from Coons, 
a confidant of Biden, and a 
similar message from Senate 
Majority Whip Dick Durbin, 
D-Ill., came as a bipartisan 
group of lawmakers unveiled 
a detailed COVID-19 aid pro- 
posal in hopes it would serve 
as a model for their battling 
leaders to follow as they try 
to negotiate a final agree- 
ment. 

But the group was un- 
able to forge a compromise 
on GOP-sought provisions 
shielding businesses from 
COVID-19-related lawsuits, 
a key priority of McConnell. 
He is pressing a lowest-com- 
mon-denominator approach 
that would drop the lawsuit 
shield idea for now if Dem- 
ocrats agree to drop a $160 
billion state and local aid 
package. 

“We can live to fight another 
day on what we disagree on,” 
McConnell said Tuesday. 
“But we ought to go forward 
with what we can agree on.” 

Pelosi has insisted for 
months that state and local 
aid would be in any final bill, 


but as time is running out, 
Democrats appear unwilling 
to hold the rest of the pack- 
age hostage over the demand. 
Several Democrats appeared 
at a bipartisan news confer- 
ence on Monday to endorse 
the $748 billion package. 

“We’re not going home un- 
til this is done,’ said Sen. Joe 
Manchin, D-W.Va., on CNN 
Tuesday morning. ‘“We’ve 
got to get people a lifeline. 
It will pass — the $748 (bil- 
lion).” 

The $748 billion aid pack- 
age contains money for strug- 
gling businesses, the unem- 
ployed, schools and vaccine 
distribution. There is also $45 
billion for transportation and 
transit assistance, funding for 
rural internet service and help 
for the Postal Service, among 
other provisions. The other 
bill proposes a $160 billion 
aid package for state and local 
governments and a modified 
liability shield that is backed 
by Republicans and Demo- 
cratic moderate Manchin, but 
it is probably too politically 
freighted to advance. 

Outstanding issues in the 
leadership talks include a po- 
tential second round of direct 
payments to individuals, a 
plan for $300-per-week bo- 
nus unemployment benefits, 
state and local aid, and the 
GOP-sought liability shield 
against COVID-19-related 
lawsuits. 

Lawmakers also worked to 
finalize a yearend catchall 
funding package that will be 
the basis for the last signifi- 
cant legislation of the Trump 
presidency. 

There’s a hoped-for dead- 


line of midnight Friday to de- 
liver the completed package 
to President Donald Trump, 
which is when a partial gov- 
ernment shutdown would ar- 
rive with the expiration of last 
week’s temporary funding 
bill. But there’s no guaran- 
tee that the massive yearend 
measure will be completed 
in time. If the talks drag, fur- 
ther temporary bills could be 
needed. 

Negotiations on the $1.4 
trillion catchall spending bill 
are “essentially finished,” 
said a congressional aide par- 
ticipating in the talks. While 
details are closely held, “the 
status quo is prevailing.” That 
means Trump would get an- 
other $1.4 billion or so for a 
final installment to contin- 
ue construction of his long- 
sought U.S.-Mexico border 
wall. 

Republicans have succeed- 
ed in killing a $12 billion 
plan to break last year’s bud- 
get mini-agreement by using 
accounting maneuvers to pad 
veterans health care funding 
to accommodate big cost in- 
creases from expanding ac- 
cess to health care services 
from private providers. In- 
stead, a different set of moves 
is being employed to provide 
for equivalent spending in- 
creases for other domestic 
programs. 

The post-election lame- 
duck session is the last 
chance to wrap up the unfin- 
ished work this year, a goal 
of all involved, though they 
have been slow until now to 
forge the often-tricky com- 
promises required to pull the 
measure together. 


Sinai Health System in New 
York City. 

Plus, the shots can cause 
temporary fever, fatigue 
and aches as they rev up 
people’s immune systems, 
forcing hospitals to stagger 
employee vaccinations. 

Just half of Americans say 
they want to get vaccinated, 
while about a quarter don’t 
and the rest are unsure, ac- 
cording to a recent poll 
by The Associated Press- 
NORC Center for Public 
Health Research. 

“I know it’s going to be a 
big hurdle to convince peo- 
ple because it’s new, it’s un- 
certain,” said intensive care 
nurse Helen Cordova, who 
received a vaccination card 
after getting a shot at Kai- 
ser Permanente Los Angeles 
Medical Center. “This can 
be encouraging for others.” 

The FDA, considered the 
world’s strictest medical 
regulator, said the Pfizer-Bi- 
oNTech vaccine, which was 
developed at breakneck 
speed less than a year after 
the virus was identified, ap- 
pears safe and strongly pro- 
tective, and the agency laid 
out the data in a daylong 
public meeting last week 
for scientists and consumers 


alike to see. 

“We know it works well,” 
said Ochsner infectious-dis- 
ease expert Dr. Katherine 
Baumgarten, who got her 
shot on Day 1. “As soon as 
you can get it, please do so.” 

Stil, the vaccine was 
cleared for emergency 
use before a final study in 
nearly 44,000 people was 
complete. That research is 
continuing to try to answer 
additional questions. 

For example, while the 
vaccine is effective at pre- 
venting COVID-19 illness, 
it is not clear if it will stop 
the symptomless spread that 
accounts for half of all cas- 
es. 

The shots still must be 
studied in children and 
during pregnancy. But the 
American College of Obste- 
tricians and Gynecologists 
said Sunday that vaccina- 
tion should not be withheld 
from pregnant women who 
otherwise would qualify. 

Also, regulators in Britain 
are investigating a few se- 
vere allergic reactions. The 
FDA instructed providers 
not to give the vaccine to 
those with a known history 
of severe allergic reactions 
to any of its ingredients. 


Over-the-counter home 
test for COVID-19 
gets U.S. green light 


By MATTHEW PERRONE 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 
The first home test for 
COVID-19 that doesn’t 
require a prescription will 
soon be on U.S. store 
shelves. 

U.S. regulators Tuesday 
authorized the rapid coro- 
navirus test, which can be 
done entirely at home. The 
announcement by the Food 
and Drug Administration 
represents another import- 
ant — though incremental 
— step in efforts to expand 
testing options. 

Regulators granted emer- 
gency use for a similar 
home test last month, but 
that one needs a doctor’s 
prescription. 

The agency’s action Tues- 
day allows sales in places 
like drugstores “where a 
patient can buy it, swab 
their nose, run the test and 
find out their results in as 
little as 20 minutes,” said 
FDA Commissioner Ste- 
phen Hahn, in a statement. 

Initial supplies of the 
over-the-counter test will 
be limited. Australian man- 
ufacturer Ellume said it ex- 
pects to produce 3 million 
tests next month before 
ramping up production 
over the first half of 2021. 

A company spokesperson 
said the test will be priced 
around $30 and be avail- 
able at pharmacies and for 
purchase online. 

The kit includes a nasal 
swab, a chemical solution 
and a testing strip. The test 
connects digitally to a smart 
phone app that displays the 
results and then helps inter- 
pret them. Users can also 
connect with a health pro- 
fessional via the app. 

For months, health ex- 
perts have stressed the 
need for fast, widespread 


home testing so that peo- 
ple can screen themselves 
and avoid contact with 
others if they have an in- 
fection. But the vast ma- 
jority of tests still require 
a nasal swab performed by 
a health worker that must 
be processed at high-tech 
laboratories. That typically 
means waiting days for the 
results. About 25 tests al- 
low people to collect their 
own sample at home — a 
nasal swab or saliva — but 
then that’s shipped to a lab. 

Ellume’s test looks for 
viral proteins shed by 
COVID-19, which is dif- 
ferent from the gold stan- 
dard tests that look for the 
genetic material of the vi- 
rus. 

Like other tests that scan 
for proteins, FDA officials 
noted that Ellume’s test can 
deliver a small percentage 
of false positive and false 
negative results. People 
who get a negative result 
but have coronavirus symp- 
toms should follow up with 
a health professional, the 
agency said. 

Currently the U.S. is test- 
ing nearly 2 million people 
daily. Most health experts 
agree the country needs to 
be testing many times more 
and researchers at Harvard 
have pushed for cheap, pa- 
per home tests. 

Still, Dr. Michael Mina of 
Harvard called the new test 
“a great addition,” to exist- 
ing options, though he cau- 
tioned that its price could 
limit access. 

“This is a milestone, with 
reservations,’ Mina said 
in an email. “I just hope 
it doesn’t drive more of a 
wedge between haves and 
have nots.” 

For people with insur- 
ance, federal law requires 
that plans cover the cost of 
COVID-19 testing. 
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AP sources: Biden 
to pick Buttigieg as 
transportation chief 


By MICHAEL BALSAMO, 
JONATHAN LEMIRE 

and THOMAS BEAUMONT 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident-elect Joe Biden is ex- 
pected to pick his former rival 
Pete Buttigieg as secretary of 
transportation, according to 
three people familiar with the 
plans. 

The decision leaves the for- 
mer mayor of South Bend, 
Indiana, poised to become 
the first openly gay person 
confirmed by the Senate to 
a Cabinet post. At 38, Butti- 
gieg would also add a youth- 
ful dynamic to an incoming 
administration that is so 
far dominated in large part 
by leaders with decades of 
Washington experience. 

Buttigieg became a lead- 
ing figure in national politics 
when he was among those 
who challenged Biden for 
the Democratic presidential 
nomination this year. Initial- 
ly written off as the leader 
of a relatively small town 
competing against far more 
established figures, Buttigieg 
zeroed in on a message of 
generational change to finish 
the first-in-the-nation Iowa 
caucuses in a virtual tie with 
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sand- 
ers. 

His campaign stumbled, 
however, in appealing to 
Black voters who play a crit- 
ical role in Democratic poli- 
tics. As the primary moved 
into more diverse states such 
as South Carolina, Butti- 
gieg faltered and quickly 
withdrew from the race. His 
backing of Biden ushered in 
a remarkably swift unifica- 
tion of the party around its 
ultimate nominee. 

The three people confirmed 
Buttigieg’s expected nomina- 
tion to The Associated Press 
on condition of anonymity 
because they didn’t want to 
publicly preempt the presi- 
dent-elect’s announcement. 

LGBTQ rights groups im- 
mediately spoke out in praise 
of Biden’s selection of Butt- 
igieg. 

“Pete’s nomination is a new 
milestone in a decades-long 
effort to ensure LGBTQ peo- 
ple are represented through- 
out our government — and 


its impact will reverberate 
well-beyond the department 
he will lead,’ said Annise 
Parker, president and CEO 
of the LGBTQ Victory Insti- 
tute. “It distances our nation 
from a troubled legacy of 
barring out LGBTQ people 
from government positions 
and moves us closer to the 
President-elect’s vision of 
a government that reflects 
America.” 

The South Bend chapter 
of Black Lives Matter, how- 
ever, denounced Buttigieg’s 
impending nomination. The 
group had made their dis- 
pleasure of Buttigieg known 
during his presidential cam- 
paign, following the 2019 
South Bend shooting of a 
Black man by a white police 
officer. 

“We saw Black commu- 
nities have their houses torn 
down by his administration,” 
BLM’s South Bend leader 
Jorden Giger said in a state- 
ment, referring to Buttigieg’s 
effort to tear down substan- 
dard housing. “We saw the 
machinery of his police 
turned against Black people.” 

It’s long been clear that 
Biden would find some role 
for Buttigieg in his admin- 
istration. The two became 
close during the primary, 
chatting before debates and 
other campaign events. 

Biden has said that Butti- 
gieg reminds him of his late 
son, Beau, who was Dela- 
ware’s attorney general be- 
fore dying from brain cancer 
at 46 in 2015. 

“To me, it’s the highest 
compliment I can give any 
man or woman,” Biden said 
in March as Buttigieg of- 
fered his endorsement. “Like 
Beau, he has a backbone like 
a ramrod.” 

Now Buttigieg will play a 
central role in shaping some 
of Biden’s leading policy pri- 
orities. 

Biden has pledged to spend 
billions making major infra- 
structure improvements and 
on retrofitting initiatives that 
can help the U.S. battle cli- 
mate change. He also wants 
to immediately mandate 
mask-wearing on airplanes 
and public transportation 
systems to slow the spread of 
the coronavirus. 
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Turning the page? Republicans 
acknowledge Biden’s victory 


By WILL WEISSERT 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — More 
than a month after the elec- 
tion, top Republicans finally 
acknowledged Joe Biden as 
the next U.S. president on 
Tuesday, a collapse in GOP 
resistance to the millions of 
voters who decisively chose 
the Democrat. Foreign lead- 
ers joined the parade, too, 
including Russia’s Vladimir 
Putin. 

Speaking from the floor of 
the U.S. Senate where Biden 
spent 36 years of his career, 
Majority Leader Mitch Mc- 
Connell congratulated his 
former colleague as pres- 
ident-elect. The two men 
spoke later in the day. 

Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo, meanwhile, was to 
meet with his likely succes- 
sor in the new administra- 
tion, Antony Blinken. And 
GOP Sen. Lindsey Graham 
of South Carolina, one of 
President Donald Trump’s 
closest allies, said he’d spo- 
ken with some of Biden’s 
Cabinet picks. 

A similar shift unfolded 
in capitals across the world, 
where leaders including 
Russia’s Putin and Mexico’s 
Andres Manuel Lopez Obra- 
dor acknowledged Biden’s 
win. 

The moves come a day after 
electors nationwide formally 
cast votes affirming Biden’s 
victory in last month’s pres- 
idential election. And while 
that clears a more stable path 
for Biden to assume the pres- 
idency, it does little to stop 
Trump from continuing to 
try to undermine confidence 
in the results with baseless 
allegations that have been 
rejected by judges across po- 
litical spectrum. 

As Republicans began dis- 
cussing a Biden presidency 
more openly on Tuesday, 
Trump still pledged to press 
forward with almost nonex- 
istent legal options. 

“Tremendous evidence 
pouring in on voter fraud. 
There has never been any- 
thing like this in our Coun- 
try!” Trump tweeted just as 
members of his party were 
publicly recognizing Biden’s 
victory. 


Feds to delay seeking legal 
protection for monarch butterfly 


By JOHN FLESHER 
AP Environmental Writer 


TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. 
— Federal officials on Tues- 
day declared the monarch 
butterfly “a candidate” for 
threatened or endangered 
status, but said no action 
would be taken for several 
years because of the many 
other species awaiting that 
designation. 

Environmentalists said de- 
laying that long could spell 
disaster for the beloved 
black-and-orange butter- 
fly, once a common sight in 
backyard gardens, meadows 
and other landscapes now 
seeing its population dwin- 
dling. 

The monarch’s status will 
be reviewed annually, said 
Charlie Wooley, head of the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice’s Great Lakes regional 
office. Emergency action 
could be taken earlier, but 
plans now call for proposing 
to list the monarch under the 
Endangered Species Act in 
2024 unless its situation im- 
proves enough to make the 
step unnecessary. 

The proposal would be fol- 
lowed by another year for 
public comment and devel- 
opment of a final rule. List- 
ing would provide a number 
of legal protections, includ- 
ing a requirement that federal 
agencies consider effects on 
the butterfly or its habitat be- 
fore allowing highway con- 
struction and other potential- 
ly damaging activities. 

Scientists estimate the 
monarch population in the 
eastern U.S. has fallen about 
80 percent since the mid- 
1990s, while the drop-off in 
the western U.S. has been 
even steeper. 

“We conducted an inten- 
sive, thorough review us- 


ing a rigorous, transparent 
science-based process and 
found that the monarch meets 
listing criteria under the En- 
dangered Species Act,’ Fish 
and Wildlife Service Direc- 
tor Aurelia Skipwith said in 
a statement. “However, be- 
fore we can propose listing, 
we must focus resources on 
our higher-priority listing ac- 
tions.” 

Scientists will continue 
monitoring the butterfly’s 
numbers and the effective- 
ness of what Wooley de- 
scribed as perhaps the most 
widespread grassroots cam- 
paign ever waged to save an 
imperiled animal. 

Since 2014, when envi- 
ronmental groups petitioned 
to list the monarch, school 
groups, garden clubs, gov- 
ernment agencies and oth- 
ers around the nation have 
restored about 5.6 million 
acres (nearly 2.3 million 
hectares) of milkweed plants 
on which monarchs depend, 
Wooley said. They lay eggs 
on the leaves, which caterpil- 
lars eat, while adults gather 
nectar from the flowers. 

The volunteer effort “has 
been phenomenal to see,” 
he said. “It has made a dif- 
ference in the long-term sur- 
vival of monarchs and helped 
other pollinators that are po- 
tentially in trouble.” 

But advocacy groups say 
it has compensated for only 
a small fraction of the esti- 
mated 165 million acres of 
monarch habitat — an area 
the size of Texas — lost in the 
past 20 years to development 
or herbicide applications in 
cropland. 

“Monarchs are too import- 
ant for us to just plant flowers 
on roadsides and hope for the 
best,” said Tierra Curry, a se- 
nior scientist at the Center for 
Biological Diversity. “They 


need the comprehensive pro- 
tection that comes only from 
the Endangered Species Act, 
which would save them and 
so many other beleaguered 
pollinators that share their 
habitat.” 

The monarch’s plight is part 
of what the United Nations 
describes as a worldwide 
crisis threatening 1 million 
species — one of every eight 
on Earth — with extinction 
because of climate change, 
development and pollution. 

Even so, the Trump ad- 
ministration has listed only 
25 species — fewer than any 
since the act took effect in 
1973. The Obama adminis- 
tration added 360. 

Trump’s team also has 
weakened protections for 
endangered and threatened 
species in its push for dereg- 
ulation. Among other chang- 
es, it limited consideration 
of climate change’s effects 
on animals when evaluating 
whether they should be list- 
ed. 

Global warming is one of 
the biggest dangers to the 
monarch. It contributes to 
lengthening droughts and 
worsening storms that kill 
many during their annual mi- 
gration. 

About 90 percent of the 
world’s monarchs live in 
North America. Scientists 
measure their abundance by 
the size of the areas they oc- 
cupy in Mexico and Califor- 
nia, where they cluster during 
winter after flying thousands 
of miles from as far away as 
Canada. 

The Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice estimates the larger 
eastern population declined 
from about 384 million in 
1996 to a low of 14 million 
in 2013 before rebounding 
somewhat, reaching about 60 
million last year. 


The growing acknowledge- 
ment of reality in Washing- 
ton was triggered by the 
Electoral College formally 
voting on Monday to seal 
Biden’s win with 306 votes 
to Trump’s 232, the same 
margin that Trump pulled 
together four years ago. The 
normally humdrum political 
ceremony didn’t change the 
facts of the election, but was 
nonetheless used as political 
cover by leading Republi- 
cans. 

“Many of us had hoped the 
presidential election would 
yield a different result,’ Mc- 
Connell said. “But our sys- 
tem of government has the 
processes to determine who 
will be sworn in on Jan. 20. 
The Electoral College has 
spoken.” 

The bureaucratic transition 
from Trump’s government 
to Biden’s actually began 
weeks ago, despite the presi- 
dent’s legal challenges. Still, 
the suddenly conciliatory 
stance from many Republi- 
cans could thaw the political 
deep freeze that has gripped 
Washington lately. 

Biden has been trying to 
build momentum as he pre- 
pares to assume the pres- 
idency while facing the 
historic challenge of vacci- 
nating hundreds of millions 
of Americans against the 
coronavirus. In some of his 
most forceful remarks since 
the election, Biden is call- 
ing for unity but also calling 
Trump’s attacks on the vot- 
ing process “unconsciona- 
ble” and insisting it is time 
to “turn the page.’ 

“We need to work togeth- 
er, give each other a chance, 
and lower the temperature,” 
Biden said in a speech Mon- 
day. 

Still, the shift coming so 
late in the tone from Re- 
publicans has left the pres- 
ident-elect with barely a 
month to finish building out 
key parts his new govern- 


ment. Some say the GOP 
about-face won’t mean much 
at this point. 

“Even them doing this now, 
the damage has been done 
because they’ve blocked, 
they’ve interrupted,’ said 
Anthony Robinson, a former 
Obama administration ap- 
pointee who served several 
national security policy roles 
including during the transi- 
tion to the Trump adminis- 
tration in 2016. 

“I don’t want to say, ‘Who 
cares?, but it definitely 
doesn’t symbolize a smooth 
transition,’ said Robinson, 
who is now political director 
of the National Democratic 
Training Committee, which 
trains candidates and cam- 
paign staffers all over the 
country. 

Biden’s first priority will 
be the fair and efficient dis- 
tribution of vaccines against 
the virus. The president-elect 
said Tuesday that he would 
follow the advice of Dr. An- 
thony Fauci, the nation’s top 
infectious disease expert, 
who says that getting the 
president-elect himself vac- 
cinated as soon as possible is 
a matter of national security. 

“Dr. Fauci recommends I 
get the vaccine sooner than 
later. I want to make sure we 
do it by the numbers,” Biden 
said, adding that he’d be 
immunized publicly, which 
could help build public trust 
in the vaccine. 

Trump’s continued oppo- 
sition to Biden, meanwhile, 
may still present roadblocks, 
especially in the U.S. House 
where Republicans as re- 
cently as last week were in- 
troducing legislation to pun- 
ish members of their party 
who might be seen as urging 
Trump to “concede prema- 
turely.” Other top Trump 
administration Cabinet of- 
ficials haven’t yet followed 
the lead of Pompeo, who 
plans to meet Thursday with 
Blinken, Biden’s secretary 


of state nominee. 

“The president is still in- 
volved in ongoing litigation 
related to the election,” said 
White House press secretary 
Kayleigh McEnany, calling 
the Electoral College vote 
“one step in the constitution- 
al process.” 

Rick Tyler, a Republican 
operative and fierce Trump 
critic, said it seemed at first 
like “the Electoral College 
had broken the evil spell that 
Trump cast across the Re- 
publican Party.” 

But he said the attacks on 
the electoral system that 
Trump is continuing to wage 
have many of his supporters 
now questioning American 
democracy itself — and that 
won't quickly dissipate just 
because some Republicans 
and world leaders are now 
willing to say conciliatory 
things. 

“There really are 50-plus 
million people who no lon- 
ger have trust in our sys- 
tem, and that’s a dangerous 
thing,” said Tyler. He said 
Biden must “figure out a way 
to restore that trust. And it 
can’t just be a partisan attack 
on Republicans for, frankly, 
being stupid.” 

Also looming large is the 
divided U.S. Senate, where 
majority control will depend 
on the outcome of two spe- 
cial elections in Georgia on 
Jan. 5. Unless Democrats 
win both those races, Sen- 
ate Republicans will have 
the power to block many of 
Biden’s Cabinet nomina- 
tions, not to mention thwart 
his policy initiatives. 

Underscoring the urgency 
on that score, Biden trav- 
eled Tuesday to Georgia, his 
first trip beyond Delaware 
and southeast Pennsylvania 
since the election. 

“I need two senators from 
this state who want to get 
something done, not just 
get in the way,’ Biden told a 
drive-in rally in Atlanta. 


You can postpone the 


birthday party. 


But don't put off your 
health care. 


Many things have been postponed 
because of the pandemic, but your 


health care shouldn’t be delayed. Routine 
screenings and annual wellness exams can 
help identify health issues in the earliest 


stages, when they are most treatable. 


Our providers are committed to helping 

you stay well. We are taking extra precautions 
to provide a safe and clean environment 

and offer both in-person and telehealth 
appointments. 


Make your health a priority and 


schedule an appointment today. 
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